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The  Missile  Combat 
Competition  and  the 
coveted  Blanchard 
Trophy  are  symbolic  of 
the  spirit  and  dedication 
of  today's  SAC  missile 
force.  This  year’s  winner, 
as  in  years  past,  will 
justifiably  be  identified  as 
the  Best  of  the  Best. 
Good  luck  to  all 
competitors! 
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on  Olympic  Arena 


Thirty  years  ago,  less  than  one  month  after  the 
birth  of  Strategic  Air  Command,  the  Army  Air 
Forces  awarded  a research  and  study  contract  for 
the  development  of  the  ICBM.  This  contract  has 
proved  to  be  the  genesis  of  one  of  the  great  and 
fundamental  changes  in  the  nature  of  warfare,  for 
the  result  of  this  initiative  laid  the  groundwork  for 
the  eventual  development  of  the  Atlas  — America’s 
first  operational  intercontinental  ballistic  missile 
and  the  creation  of  the  proud,  professional  combat 
missile  force  of  the  Strategic  Air  Command. 

The  growth  of  strategic  missilery  from  the  early 
Atlas  deployments  to  today’s  modern  ICBM  force  is 
a truly  exceptional  example  of  human  and 
technological  accomplishment.  The  intricacies  of 
the  propulsion,  guidance,  and  warhead  components 
of  the  missile  itself;  the  complexity  of  the  planning 


which  makes  it  possible  safely  to  deploy  such  a 
formidable  combat  system;  the  numerous  facets  of 
support  required  to  keep  it  on  constant  alert;  and 
the  skills  and  dedication  of  the  men  and  women  who 
operate  and  maintain  our  operational  missiles  — all 
fill  me  with  pride  and  humility.  We  are  the  benefi- 
ciaries of  wise  decisions  and  a strong  national 
consensus  that  have  made  today’s  magnificent 
ICBM  force  possible  and  the  responsibility  for 
manning  these  awesome  nuclear  weapons  systems 
now  rests  in  your  hands  as  missileers. 

In  this  OLYMPIC  ARENA  1976  competition  we 
will  be  testing  and  evaluating  your  professional 
skills  as  the  “best  of  the  best”  among  the  missileers 
and  the  essential  supporting  elements  that  insure 
combat  capability  in  SAC’s  missile  force.  In  the  first 
SAC  Missile  competition  in  1967  we  tested  only  the 
missile  launch  crews  and  maintenance  teams.  This 
year  we  will  not  only  be  testing  the  skills  of  launch 
crews  and  maintenance  teams,  but  also  those  essen- 
tial specialists  in  Communications,  Security  Police, 
Transportation  and  Civil  Engineering  that  share 
direct  responsibility  for  the  readiness  of  our  missile 
force.  Through  the  shared  experiences  and  competi- 
tive evaluations  of  all  the  missile  associated  skills  in 
our  combat  wings  we  can  improve  the  readiness, 
responsiveness,  and  efficiency  of  all  involved  with 
SAC’s  ICBM  force. 

It  is  my  hope  that  the  associations  and  the 
competitive  experiences  of  this  competition  will  en- 
hance the  superb  esprit  de  corps  of  SAC’s  missile 
wings;  and  that  the  skills  displayed  here  will 
demonstrate  to  friends  and  foes  alike  the  reliable 
and  credible  capability  of  SAC’s  ICBMs  and  the 
exceptional  professional  skills  of  those  who  oper- 
ate and  maintain  them.  I wish  for  each  of  you  the 
very  best  performance  possible  — and  the  satisfac- 
tion that  comes  from  knowing  that  you  have  done 
well  in  a role  that  is  important  to  your  command 
and  your  nation. 

Good  luck  to  every  one  of  you. 

Commander-in-Chief,  SAC 
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MAJ.  GENERAL  JOHN  W.  BURKHART 
Deputy  Chief  of  Staff,  Operations 

OLYMPIC  ARENA!  For  the 
ninth  time  in  a decade,  SAC’s  finest 
missilemen  and  missile  support  per- 
sonnel will  respond  to  the  challenge 
of  these  two  words!  In  April,  selected 
members  of  the  command’s  nine 
strategic  missile  wings  will  again  rally 
to  Vandenberg  Air  Force  Base,  home 
of  the  1st  Strategic  Aerospace  Divi- 
sion. This  California  base  has  been 
the  host  of  the  previous  eight  missile 
competitions  because  of  its  unique 
position  of  possessing  missile  proce- 
dures trainers  as  well  as  the  launch- 
ers of  the  current  missile  weaponry. 
Vandenberg  will  not  be  new  to  the 
combat  crew  competitors  since  offi- 
cers and  enlisted  crew  members  re- 
ceive their  initial  operational 
readiness  training  there.  Also,  many 
of  the  crews  and  support  personnel 
have  been  to  Vandenberg  before  to 
support  operational  test  launches  of 
missiles  from  their  units.  But,  what  of 
the  competition  itself?  Is  its  purpose 
to  determine  the  best  combat  crew 
member,  missile  maintenance  man. 


communicator,  security  policeman, 
vehicle  driver,  or  civil  engineering 
person  in  SAC?  Or,  is  it  a team  effort 
in  each  of  these  specialties?  Could  it 
be  to  vie  for  the  honor  of  recognition 
as  a member  of  the  best  strategic  mis- 
sile wing  in  SAC? 

OLYMPIC  ARENA  is  all  this, 
and  more.  Sanctioned  by  SAC,  the 
annual  event  is  a catalyst  in  a 
program  designed  to  measure  the 
professional  ability  of  the  competi- 
tors; moreover,  tangible  benefits  are 
sought  to  enhance  the  readiness,  re- 
sponsiveness, and  efficiency  of  the 
missile  force’s  contribution  to  SAC’s 
mission  of  strategic  deterrence. 

OLYMPIC  ARENA  is  tough. 
Preparation  for  competition  is  in- 
tense often  requiring  many  hours  of 
off-duty  time  on  the  part  of  the  parti- 
cipants. Each  person  knows  that  the 
competition  will  be  spirited,  that  it 
will  take  his  or  her  best  efforts.  More 
importantly,  each  is  keenly  aware 
that  the  award  of  the  coveted 
Blanchard  Trophy,  honoring  the  best 
strategic  missile  wing  in  SAC,  may 
hinge  on  the  competitive  achieve- 


ment of  a single  individual. 

OLYMPIC  ARENA  achieves  re- 
sults! In  the  process  of  competitor 
selection  and  training,  already  keen 
individual  skills  are  sharply  honed. 
More  importantly,  new  procedures 
and  tools  are  developed,  improved 
technical  order  procedures  evolved, 
and  equipment  improvements  ren- 
dered. In  the  long  run,  this  means 
more  efficient,  effective  ICBM 
operations  and  an  enhanced  mission 
capability  for  SAC. 

OLYMPIC  ARENA,  in  a com- 
mand acclaimed  for  mission  fulfill- 
ment through  the  dedicated  efforts  of 
professional  people,  is  at  once  a 
means  to  honor  command  members, 
enhance  esprit  de  corps,  and  refine 
the  procedures  and  techniques  that 
make  ours  the  most  viable  missile 
weapon  force  in  the  world. 

OLYMPIC  ARENA!  Enhancing, 
strengthening,  honing  our  already 
powerful  and  professional  missile 
force  — a force  dedicated  to  and  en- 
trusted with  the  most  important  mis- 
sion in  the  world:  Peace  — Our 
Profession! 


WINGS  IN 
COMPETITION 


The  Blanchard  Trophy  is  the  symbol  of  excel- 
lence in  the  field  of  military  missilery.  The 
triumphant  missile  wing  winning  the  Blanchard  is 
awarded  the  honor  of  being  the  “Best  of  the  Best." 
The  Blanchard  is  not  just  another  trophy,  it’s  a tar- 
get for  the  nine  strategic  missile  wings  in  SAC  as 
they  compete  in  one  of  the  most  rigid  and  demand- 
ing contests,  civilian  or  military  — Olympic  Arena 
76  — a competition  that  truly  exemplifies  the  ideals 
of  the  Bicentennial  celebration. 

The  44th  Strategic  Missile  Wing  of  Ellsworth  AFB  will 
attempt  to  win  the  Blanchard  Trophy  for  the  second  time. 
Last  year  they  were  close  to  capturing  the  Blanchard  as 
they  won  Best  Minuteman  Wing  in  SAC  and  in  1970  they 
took  top  honors.  The  44th  SMW  project  officer  for  this 
year’s  competition  is  Major  Phillip  M.  Middleton.  Major 
Middleton  was  the  Olympic  Arena  Operations  Project 
Officer  for  the  base  last  year.  Major  Middleton  also  con- 
tributes three  years  experience  with  the  3901st  Strategic 
Missile  Evaluation  Squadron  to  this  year’s  competition. 
The  Olympic  Arena  ’76  Operation  Project  Officer  for  the 
base  is  Maj.  Ray  Urbanski.  He  has  eight  years  in  missiles 
which  include  competing  in  the  1972  competition  and 
being  an  evaluator  in  the  1973,  1974  and  1975  competi- 
tions. Maintenance  officer  for  Ellsworth  is  Capt.  Robert 
D.  Livingston.  This  is  his  first  involvement  with  Olympic 
Arena. 

Combat  crew  selections  started  in  late  1975  for  this 
year’s  contest.  Of  the  52  crewmembers  who  volunteered, 
only  10  crewmembers  constituting  four  primary  crews 
and  one  alternate  made  it  through  several  trainer  rides 
with  competition-type  scripts.  The  competition  for  an  OA 
berth  was  keen  but  finally  the  field  was  narrowed  to  the 
men  who  will  represent  the  44th  at  Olympic  Arena  76. 

The  crews  who  made  it  through  the  “test  of  fire”  at  Ells- 
worth are  Capt.  Franklin  J.  Blaisdell,  an  Olympic  Arena 
veteran,  and  2nd  Lt.  Michail  W.  Hail;  1st  Lts.  Rolf  C. 
Enger  and  Fank  E.  Metrusky,  another  veteran  of  the 
competition;  1st  Lts.  Joseph  A.  Gibbs  and  John  M.  Dea- 
son;  1st  Lts.  David  N.  Leighningerand  John  A.  Rolando. 


The  team  of  Capt.  John  D.  Ottino  and  1st  Lt.  Timothy  J. 
Crews  was  selected  as  alternate  crew  members. 

Eight  teams,  a Missile  Handling  Team  (MHT),  Missile 
Maintenance  Team  (MMT),  Electro-Mechanical  Team 
(EMT),  Combat  Targeting  Team  (CTT),  and  Electronic 
Laboratory  Team  (E-Lab),  a Communications  Team, 
Civil  Engineering  Team,  and  a Security  Police  Team  will 
join  the  combat  crews  in  carrying  the  44th  SMW  banner 


Checking  over  some  communications  equipment  is  SSgt 
Thomas  J.  Coonrod  and  SSgt  Ellis  R.  Stevens.  They 
represent  the  first  communications  team  to  compete  in 
Olympic  Arena  from  Ellsworth. 
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to  Olympic  Arena  ’76. 

Ellsworth’s  MHT  for  the  Bicentennial  Olympic  Arena 
consists  of  SSgt.  Howard  W.  Short,  team  chief;  Sgt.  Ken- 
neth L.  Freeman,  assistant  team  chief;  Sgt.  Floyd  E. 
Vance  Jr.  and  Sgt.  Joseph  G.  Kirk,  team  members.  MHT 
is  responsible  for  emplacing  and  removing  Minuteman  II 
missiles  from  Launch  Facilities  (LFs).  They  are  also 
responsible  for  keeping  the  massive  transporter  erectors 
used  to  carry  missiles  to  and  from  the  LF  in  good 
condition. 

A Missile  Maintenance  Team  (MMT)  has  the  primary 
responsibility  for  emplacing  and  removing  the  re-entry 
vehicle  (RV),  inertial  guidance  and  control  package  and 
connecting  external  on-site  controls  to  the  missile  itself. 
This  year’s  MMT  is  made  up  of  TSgt.  Gabriel  W.  Kerezsi, 
team  chief;  SSgt.  William  L.  Kroth,  topside  team  chief; 
Sgt.  John  C.  Brown,  diving  board;  A1C  Clifford  W.  Up- 
ton, Jr.,  topside;  and  A1C  Lee  Clark,  workcage. 

The  Electro-Mechanical  Team  (EMT)  for  the  1976  mis- 
sile competition  from  Ellsworth  are  Sgt.  Frederick  L. 
Ledwell,  team  chief,  and  A1C  Kristy  J.N.W.  Bowers. 
EMT’s  job  is  to  inspect,  trouble  shoot,  and  maintain  mis- 
sile-associated Aerospace  Ground  Equipment  (AGE), 
power  reduction  systems,  and  environmental  control  and 
pyeudraulic  systems  affiliated  with  the  Minuteman  wea- 
pons system. 

Combat  Targeting  Team  (CTT)  members  have  a job 
that  can  be  compared  to  aiming  a gun.  Theirs  is  probably 
one  of  the  most  important  jobs  associated  with  the  Inter- 
continental Ballistic  Missile  systems.  They  perform  the 
precision  angular  measurements  to  establish  accurate 
headings  for  a Minuteman  and  program  the  on-board 
guidance  computer  with  the  essential  target  information. 

Chosen  for  this  year’s  CTT  were  1st  Lt.  Ronald  L. 
Larivee,  team  chief,  and  SSgt.  James  F.  Hilton. 

Sgt.  Oscar  H.  Saenz,  for  the  second  year  in  a row,  is 
competing  in  the  Electronics-Lab  (E-Lab).  Last  year  he 
was  a team  member  but  is  taking  the  team  chief  position 
this  year.  His  team  member  is  A 1C  Bruce  H.  Williams.  E- 
Lab  members  maintain  electronic  equipment  associated 
with  the  Minuteman  missile.  The  competition  will  center 


around  the  control  monitor,  an  essential  piece  of  equip- 
ment used  to  monitor  electronic  equipment  at  the  LF  dur- 
ing missile  start  up.  The  competitors  will  be  tasked  to  find 
faults  and  correct  them. 

Competing  in  Olympic  Arena  for  the  second  time  are 
the  Security  Police.  2nd  Lt.  Charles  E.  Crouch,  convoy 
commander,  will  head  the  SP  competitors  of  Sgt.  Frank 
N.  Nustain,  Flight  Security  Controller  (FSC);  Sgt. 
Michael  D.  Feickert,  FSC;  A1C  William  H.  Rigo,  Secur- 
ity Alert  Team  (SAT)  leader;  A1C  Michael  Deshazer, 
SAT  leader;  A1C  Jeffrey  M.  Burkhead,  SAT  member; 
and  Man.  Mark  A.  Lorence,  SAT  member.  The  Security 
Police  have  the  extremely  important  job  of  securing  the 
LCFs  and  escorting  missiles  and  nuclear  warheads  to  the 
field.  Last  year  only  three  Security  Police  members  were 
in  the  competition. 

For  the  first  time  in  Olympic  Arena  history  a com- 
munications team  will  compete.  The  individuals  selected 
are  SSgt.  Ellis  R.  Stevens  and  SSgt.  Thomas  J.  Coonrod. 
Sergeants  Stevens  and  Coonrod  are  technicians  in  the 
field  of  communications  repair.  They  also  supervise  and 
train  other  technicians  in  their  shop. 

They  keep  all  communications  systems  in  top  shape  at 
LFs  and  LCFs.  This  includes  communications  systems 
from  the  base  to  the  LCFs,  LCFs  to  LCFs  and  inner 
phone  systems  at  the  LFs  and  LCFs.  It’s  a big  job. 

Another  newcomer  to  Olympic  Arena  competition  is  a 
water  treatment  team  from  Civil  Engineering.  The  water 
treatment  team  has  the  responsibility  of  trouble  shoot- 
ing, repairing,  and  overhauling  the  electro-dialysis  water 
unit  at  the  LCF.  This  machine  treats  all  water  used  at  the 
LCF.  The  water  treatment  team  consists  of  SSgt.  Rich- 
ard L.  Pratt  and  a civilian  W09,  Donald  N.  Toso,  the  first 
civilian  from  Ellsworth  to  compete  at  an  Olympic  Arena. 

The  90th  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  F.  E.  Warren  AFB. 
First  are  nothing  new  to  F.  E.  Warren  Air  Force  Base,  and 
the  90th  SMW.  This  109-year  old  installation  was  the  first 
to  have  a fully  operational  Intercontinental  Ballistic  Mis- 
sile Squadron  in  the  free  world  (with  the  Atlas  Missiles  in 
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innovative  action 


MAJ.  GEN.  T.  M.  RYAN,  JR. 

DCS/Logistics,  HQ  SAC 

Olympic  Arena  is  the  primary  means  of 
recognizing  the  professional  talents  and 
dedication  of  our  ICBM  maintenance  work  force. 
Unfortunately,  every  specialty  cannot  compete  at 
Vandenberg,  but  those  who  do  represent  all  of  us. 
Simply  put,  Olympic  Arena  recognizes  all  ICBM 
maintenance  men,  but  singles  out  the  “Best  of  the 
Best.” 

The  competition  has  been  keen  and  becomes 
more  so  each  year.  In  1975,  we  had  an  unbreakable 
tie  in  the  Minuteman  Electronics  Laboratory  exer- 
cise and  only  one  point  separated  the  first  two 
Minuteman  composite  maintenance  teams. 
Seventy-five  also  proved  to  be  close  in  Titan,  where 
the  first  two  maintenance  teams  were  separated  by 
nine  points  or  three-tenths  of  one  percent. 

Competition  this  close  is  healthy  and  helps 
stimulate  the  overall  performance  of  all  our  people. 
In  addition  to  recognition  and  competition,  each 
year  we  learn  valuable  lessons  from  Olympic  Arena. 
In  1975,  the  competitors  introduced  seven  new  and 
innovative  maintenance  techniques,  ranging  from  a 
metal  tray  for  the  hose  assemblies  used  during  the 
Titan  engine  leak  checks,  to  locally  manufactured 
transporter  erector  pylon  covers  to  protect  pylon 
surfaces  when  lowering  payload  transporter  and  re- 
entry vehicle  environmental  flaps. 

Innovations  and  techniques  like  these  make  our 
job  easier  and  make  our  equipment  last  longer. 
Another  valuable  contribution  of  Olympic  Arena  is 
the  thorough  review  of  technical  order  procedures 
used  for  the  maintenance  exercises.  A review  of  the 
last  four  competitions  showed  that  30  significant 
technical  order  changes  were  generated  as  a direct 
result  of  preparation  for  and  conduct  of  the 
maintenance  exercises. 

Enough  about  history;  let’s  discuss  the  1976 
competition  and  some  of  the  rationale  used  to 
develop  the  maintenance  exercises.  The  exercises 
aren’t  randomly  pulled  out  of  a hat,  but  evolve  from 


90SMW  Missile  Maintenance  Team  in  action:  Sgt  Ken- 
neth W.  Roberts  and  Sgt  Jeffrey  C.  Wintrow. 


analyzing  all  maintenance  tasks,  researching  task 
failure  rates,  and  applying  Vandenberg  facility 
limitations.  This  process  results  in  the  selection  of 
what  we  believe  are  truly  representative 
maintenance  tasks  our  technicians  face  in  their  day- 
to-day  activities. 

Our  analysis  also  pointed  out  several  seldom-per- 
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formed  tasks  which  would  present  a challenge  to 
our  technicians.  A post  missile  installation  com- 
ponent checkout,  to  include  a storage  valve  inspec- 
tion, was  added  for  Titan.  The  Minuteman 
Electro-Mechanical  teams  will  perform  selected 
portions  of  a distribution  box  checkout.  The  addi- 
tion of  these  seldom-performed  tasks  not  only 
makes  the  exercises  more  competitive,  but  more 
importantly,  exposes  the  tech  data  and  procedures 
to  the  scrutiny  of  the  best  technicians  in  ICBM 
maintenance. 

This  year  a Vehicle  Support  exercise  will  be  incor- 
porated. Each  year  our  ICBM  force  drives  some  48 
million  miles  back  and  forth  to  the  missile  sites  and 
complexes.  We  can  have  the  best  trained  techni- 
cians, error  free  tech  data,  and  the  best  equipment 
available,  but  we  can’t  do  our  job  if  we  can’t  reach 
the  malfunction  and  return  home  safely. 

The  vehicle  course  is  designed  to  develop  driver 
proficiency  and  confidence  and  provide  a safe,  ac- 
curate test  of  the  driver’s  ability  to  handle  vehicles  in 
close  quarters.  The  more  familiar  a driver  is  with  his 
vehicle’s  capabilities  and  limitations,  the  better  he 
can  handle  it.  We  hope  this  exercise  will  give  our 
drivers  more  confidence  in  their  ability  to  handle 
their  rigs  and  kindle  the  competitive  spirit  in  our 
units  to  develop  local  competition  programs.  Our 
goal  is  to  promote  and  demonstrate  safe  driving. 
Safe  driving  is  our  lifeline  to  successfully  maintain- 
ing our  missiles.  If  we  can’t  get  there,  we  can’t  fix 
’em! 

It’s  a pleasure  to  be  associated,  not  only  with  this 
select  group  of  competitors,  but  also  with  all  the 
ICBM  maintenance  and  support  technicians  who 
keep  our  missiles  on  alert. 


CIVIL  ENGINEERING 


a first 


Col.  Clifton  D.  Wright,  Jr. 

DCS  Engineering  and  Services 

Civil  Engineering  missile  support  personnel  are 
participating  in  the  missile  competition  for  the 
first  time  this  year,  and  we  in  SAC  DCS/  Engineer- 
ing and  Services  are  anxious  to  enter  the  most 
talented  base-level  people. 

Our  people,  for  many  years,  provided  depot 
maintenance  and  repair  on  critical  real  prop- 
erty/real property  installed  equipment  (RP/ RPIE) 
needed  to  keep  SAC’s  ICBMs  on  strategic  alert. 
This  competition  for  the  first  time  will  provide  a 
highly  visible  demonstration  of  the  close-knit  civil 
engineering  missile  support  that  is  woven  into  the 
fabric  of  total  missile  maintenance. 

The  goals  that  we  will  strive  to  attain  within  the 
competition  framework  are  increased  technical 
expertise,  an  exchange  of  depot  maintenance  prac- 
tices, and  a sharpening  of  the  skills  that  our  crafts- 
men use  in  their  day-to-day  work.  Additionally,  the 
benefits  of  this  honing  of  knowledge  and  skills  will 
enrich  each  unit  as  competition  team  members  train 
other  civil  engineering  craftsmen  through  local  on- 
the-job  training  programs. 

Civil  engineering  organizations  are  composed  of 
a liberal  mixture  of  both  military  and  civil  service 
personnel,  and  it’s  appropriate  that  our  partici- 
pants also  include  civilian  craftsmen.  In  addition, 
the  314th  Civil  Engineering  Squadron  (MAC)  that 
supports  the  308  Strategic  Missile  Wing  at  Little 
Rock  AFB  will  participate. 

The  professionalism  and  high  level  of  technical 
expertise  maintained  within  the  civil  engineering 
shops  will  insure  top  flight  competition.  Best  wishes 
and  good  luck  to  all  attending  Olympic  Arena  1976. 


SSgt  Richard  L.  Pratt  and  W09  Donald  N.  Toso  check  the 
electrodialysis  water  unit  at  an  LCF.  This  is  the  first  year  a 
civil  engineering  team  has  competed  in  Olympic  Arena. 


APRIL  1976 


9 


Wings  in  Competition 

continued  from  page  7 

1959),  the  first  missile  wing  to  have  200  operational 
Minuteman  missiles,  first  Minuteman  III  wing  with  the 
Command  Data  Buffer  targeting  system  and  the  first 
place  finisher  in  the  1973  Olympic  Arena  Competition. 

This  year,  the  90th  SMW  has  gathered  a team  of 
competitors  from  the  wing’s  area  in  Nebraska,  Wyoming 
and  Colorado  that  has  the  ability  to  bring  the  coveted 
Blanchard  Trophy  back  to  Warren. 

The  team  consists  of  a variety  highly  trained  and 
motivated  individuals  many  of  whom  who  have  com- 
peted in  past  Olympic  Arena  competitions. 

The  90th  SMW  competitors  are  — Environmental 
Support:  TSgt  Hayes  D.  Berry  and  Sgt.  David  L.  Brous; 
Missile  Communications  Control  — MSgt  Charles  W. 
House  and  Sgt.  Willie  Lee;  Combat  Targeting  — Capt. 
Jacky  L.  Kimmer  and  Sgt.  Gerald  L.  Penhollow;  Eiectro- 
Mechanical  — SSgt  Richard  A.  Lewis  and  Sgt.  James  K. 
Jansen;  Electronics  Laboratory  — Sgt  Randy  P. 
Buchnowski  and  A1C  James  P.  McKenna;  Missile 
Handling  — SSgt  Ronald  H.  Scott  and  Sgt.  Richard  E. 
Nowak;  Missile  Maintenance  Team  — MSgt  David  A. 
Roblee,  SSgt  David  B.  Gropp,  Sgt.  Kenneth  W.  Roberts, 
Sgt.  Jeffery  C.  Wintrow  and  A1C  Jerry  W.  Mullen;  Mis- 
sile Security  — 2nd  Lt.  John  Foster,  SSgt  Richard  Pat- 
ton, SSgt  Daniel  Coccia,  Sgt  Theodore  Beard,  A1C 
Robert  Long,  A1C  James  Olson  and  A1C  Jessie  Rich- 
ards; Operations  Crews  — Capt  Harry  E.  Benjamin,  1st 
Lt.  David  J.  Olkowski,  Capt  Stephen  A.  Miller,  1st  Lt. 
Michael  S.  Giblin,  Capt.  Gerry  F.  Stowe,  1st  Lt.  Mark  O. 
Henley,  Capt  Stephen  T.  Forbes,  1st  Lt.  Jay  E.  Orgeron, 
Capt.  William  J.  Simmons,  Jr.  and  1st  Lt.  David  W. 
Chappell. 


90SMW  Missile  Communication  Control:  MSgt  Charles 
W.  House  and  Sgt  Willie  Lee. 


90SMW  Missile  Handling  Team  in  action:  Sgt  Douglas 
Thames  and  Sgt  Richard  E.  Nowak. 


91  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Minot  AFB.  The  91st 
Strategic  Missile  Wing  formally  launched  its  1976 
Olympic  Arena  campaign  February  18,  with  a “kick-off’ 
party  at  the  NCO  Club.  Attended  by  more  than  300  sup- 
porters in  addition  to  the  team  members,  the  festivities 
provided  the  perfect  opportunity  for  the  base  to  meet  and 
congratulate  its  representatives. 

Lt  Col  Thomas  A.  Gilkeson,  wing  project  officer,  be- 
gan the  introductions  with  the  maintenance  teams.  The 
Missile  Handling  Team,  headed  by  master  technician  Sgt 
Robert  Grant,  is  new  to  Olympic  Arena  but  has  had  con- 
siderable experience  in  SAC  and  Minuteman  programs. 
Team  members  Sgt  Roger  H.  Waldo,  A1C  Brian  E. 
Thomas,  and  A1C  Robert  E.  Spang,  along  with  their 
chief,  have  a combined  Minuteman  experience  of  seven 
years. 

E-Lab  team  chief,  SSgt  Frank  O.  Ballentine,  is  a mas- 
ter technician  with  10  years  experience  with  Minuteman 
systems  to  his  credit.  He  represented  Whiteman  AFB  at 
the  1975  Olympic  Arena  competition,  and  along  with 
team  member  A1C  John  F.  Parker  hopes  to  keep  the  edge 
in  this  year’s  competition. 

First  Lieutenant  Thomas  Brown,  a master  team  chief, 
heads  Minot’s  Combat  Targeting  Team  with  Sgt  Terry  L. 
Williams  as  his  team  member.  Both  represent  “new 
blood”  to  Olympic  Arena,  with  the  hope  that  their  objec- 
tivity will  help  gain  a top  place  in  the  competition. 

Minot’s  Electro- Mechanical  Team  consists  of  two  mas- 
ter team  chiefs.  Sergeants  Kevin  D.  Menard  and  Robert 
Stevens.  Olympic  Arena  will  be  a new  experience  for  them 
as  well. 

This  year’s  Missile  Maintenance  Team  consists  of  five 
highly  qualified  airmen.  Perhaps  the  most  experienced 
member  is  SSgt  Billie  J.  Donaldson,  a master  team  chief 
who  has  competed  three  times  before  — twice  as  a repre- 
sentative from  Whiteman  and  once  from  Minot.  Both 
times  he  participated  from  Whiteman,  his  team  was 
chosen  “best.”  Sergeant  Donaldson’s  fellow  team  mem- 
bers include  SSgt  Clyde  D.  Straily,  team  chief;  Sergeants 
David  Arnold  and  Russell  C.  Wagner  Jr.,  both  master 
technicians;  and  Sgt  James  W.  Frandsen. 

Minot’s  Civil  Engineering  representatives  were  next  to 
be  introduced.  The  team  includes  Staff  Sergeants  Robert 
C.  Heniser  and  Robert  L.  Clampitt,  both  shift  NCOICs 
within  the  environmental  support  section.  Sergeant 
Heniser  is  a graduate  of  the  advanced  Water  and  Waste 
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Technical  School  at  Sheppard  AFB,  Tex.,  and  is  cur- 
rently studying  for  the  North  Dakota  State  Class  II  Water 
and  Waste  Water  Works  certification.  Sergeant  Clampitt 
has  also  graduated  from  the  advanced  technical  school 
and  holds  the  North  Dakota  Class  II  certificate.  In  addi- 
tion, he  has  obtained  a Class  1 SAC  Environmental  Sup- 
port Certification  and  has  been  selected  for  promotion  to 
technical  sergeant. 

Operations  crews  followed  in  the  line  of  introductions, 
and  included  crewmembers  selected  for  their  excellence 
both  on  a daily  basis  as  well  as  during  elimination 
competition  at  the  base. 

Crew  S-178  is  Capt  Gay  D.  Blackmore,  MCCC  and  1 
Lt  Edwin  E.  Noble,  DMCCC.  Captain  Blackmore  has  a 
perfect  record  for  nine  check  rides  resulting  in  nine 
“highly  qualified”  ratings.  He  has  achieved  the  15  AF 
Crew  Member  Excellence  Award  and  has  been  selected 
for  assignment  to  Vandenberg  AFB  as  a launch  test 
director.  Lieutenant  Noble  has  two  “highly  qualified”  rat- 
ings to  his  credit,  and  currently  works  in  the  standardiza- 
tion division. 

Capt  Richard  H.  Sutherland,  MCCC  and  2 Lt  Edward 
F.  Teigeler  III,  DMCCC  form  crew  S- 1 72.  Captain 
Sutherland  has  achieved  seven  consecutive  “highly  quali- 
fied” ratings  and  the  15  AF  Crew  Member  Excellence 
Award.  He  has  also  been  chosen  for  an  assignment  to 
Little  Rock  AFB,  Ark.  as  a Titan  II  crewmember. 
Lieutenant  Teigeler,  an  Air  Force  Academy  graduate,  has 
earned  three  “highly  qualified”  ratings  and  is  currently  an 
instructor. 

Crew  S-076,  consisting  of  1 Lt  Rodger  L.  Martin, 
MCCC  and  2 Lt  James  A.  Bontadelli,  DMCCC  has 
plenty  of  experience  to  aid  them  in  their  quest  for  an 
Olympic  Arena  “best.”  This  will  be  Lieutenant  Martin’s 
fourth  year  of  competition,  having  participated  two  years 
as  a crew  member  and  one  as  a training  officer.  He  has  at- 
tained the  15  AF  Crew  Member  Excellence  Award.  His 


Minot’s  “Papa”  Security  Alert  Team,  Sgt  Eli  Kelly,  SSgt 
Kenneth  M.  Firman,  and  A1C  Scott  A.  Arsenault,  ap- 
prehend a suspect  who  has  penetrated  the  outer  zone  se- 
curity alarm  system. 

deputy.  Lieutenant  Bontadelli,  has  attained  two  “highly 
qualified”  ratings. 

Crew  S-181  is  composed  of  two  instructors,  1 Lt 
Michael  R.  Engel,  MCCC  and  1 Lt  Billy  J.  Harrold, 
DMCCC.  Lieutenant  Engel  has  attained  the  15  AF  Crew 
Member  Excellence  Award,  six  “highly  qualified”  rat- 
ings, and  was  once  selected  the  SAC  Crew  of  the  Month. 
Lieutenant  Harrold  has  achieved  two  “highly  qualified” 


Capt  Gay  D.  Blackmore  (seated)  and  lLt  Edwin  E.  Noble 
from  Minot  erect  a radio  antenna  from  the  launch  control 
facility. 


ratings  in  less  than  one  year  of  missile  duty. 

Next  to  be  introduced  were  competitors  from  the  91st 
Missile  Security  Squadron.  Convoy  Commander  will  be  2 
Lt  Remit  S.  Grafton.  “Papa”  team  Flight  Security  Con- 
troller will  be  SSgt  Kenneth  M.  Firman,  a one  year 
veteran  of  Olympic  Arena  competition.  His  Security 
Alert  Team  leader  will  be  Sgt  Eli  F.  Kelly,  who  has 
worked  in  that  position  extensively  since  his  assignment 
to  Minot.  “Papa”  Security  Alert  Team  member  is  A1C 
Scott  A.  Arsenault,  who  has  experience  as  both  a SAT 
member  and  leader  at  Minot. 


“Sierra”  team  Flight  Security  Controller  is  SSgt  Claude 
M.  Hennessey,  with  Security  Alert  Team  leader  A1C 
Robert  M.  Gray  Jr.  A 1C  Richard  E.  Seymour,  a former 
squadron  Airman  of  the  Month  and  first  runner-up  for 
the  same  award  for  the  base,  will  be  the  Security  Alert 
Team  member. 

Communications  team  members  were  the  final 
competitors  to  be  introduced  to  the  base.  They  include 
SSgt  Judge  C.  Stanaland,  who  has  been  recognized  by  his 
commander  for  error-free  maintenance  performance  dur- 
ing inspections  and  for  his  professional  assistance  in  sev- 
eral missile  communications  maintenance  projects.  Team 
member  A1C  Michael  W.  Adams  has  also  been 
recognized  by  his  commander  for  his  work  in  missile 
maintenance  projects,  as  well  as  for  his  selection  as  squad- 
ron Airman  of  the  Month  late  last  year. 


(continued  on  page  14) 
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Brig.  Gen.  S.  H.  Sherman  Jr. 

Commander  1st  STRAD 

In  this  year  of  our  Nation’s  Bicentennial  and 
SAC’s  30th  Anniversary,  the  missile  competition 
at  Vandenberg  will  for  the  first  time  encompass  the 
entire  spectrum  of  disciplines  which  operate  or 
directly  support  the  ICBMs  in  each  of  our  nine 
Missile  Wings. 

The  1975  competition  included  for  the  first  time 
competitors  from  the  Security  Police  units  which 
provide  daily  surveillance  and  protection  of  our 
nuclear  force.  This  year,  competitors  from  the  Civil 
Engineering  and  Communications  units,  which 
round  out  the  complete  team,  will  join  in  the 
competition.  These  three  important  direct  support 
functions,  plus  the  operational  crews  and  missile 
maintenance  teams,  constitute  the  entire  highly 
disciplined  team  of  professionals  who  make  the 
land-based  missile  element  of  our  strategic  nuclear 
triad  a viable  and  ever  ready  force.  With  this  round- 
ing out  of  the  full  team,  this  year’s  competition  will 
truly  take  the  full  measure  of  each  Wing  to 
determine  who  is  the  “Best  of  the  Best!” 

A question  often  heard  each  year  as  Wings 
prepare  for  OLYMPIC  ARENA  is,  “Why  is  the 
competition  important?”  Jt’s  a very  good  question 
and  deserves  a full  and  logical  answer.  A great  deal 
of  hard  work  goes  into  each  Wing’s  preparations  for 
Olympic  Arena,  which  either  directly  involves  or 
touches  upon  the  majority  of  the  assigned  person- 
nel. What,  then,  is  the  payoff?  The  answer  to  this,  as 
well  as  that  of  its  importance,  has  several  dimen- 
sions. These  take  the  form  of  its  importance  to  the 
Nation,  SAC,  the  missile  force,  and  very  important- 
ly to  you  — the  Missilier. 

The  Olympic  Games  of  early  Greece  were  first 
held  in  776  B.C.  as  a contest  between  warring 
groups.  This  has  evolved  into  today’s  concept  of 
groups  with  a like  cause  competing  for  recognition, 
awards  and  most  importantly,  the  personal  satisfac- 
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tion  of  reaching  the  “top.”  They  compete  not  as 
warring  rivals,  but  as  aggressive  professionals  of 
similar  skills  to  determine  who  is  best  at  a given 
task.  OLYM  PIC  ARENA  is  no  different.  The  goal 
that  is  attained  by  not  only  the  final  competitors  but 
those  who  participated  in  each  Wing’s  internal 
competition  far  outweighs  the  winning  of  the  Blan- 
chard Trophy  or  the  excitement  of  the  competition 
itself. 

Competition  is  basic  to  any  highly  disciplined 
force.  The  striving  or  endeavoring  to  gain  a measure 
of  superiority  within  our  field  of  expertise,  both 
individually  and  as  a team,  is  the  very  bedrock  of 
personal  and  unit  success.  It  is  the  lifeblood  of 
ambition.  Every  person  needs  to  have  some  sense  of 
contest,  some  feeling  of  resistance  to  overcome  if 
they  are  to  make  the  best  of  their  faculties.  It  is  that 
experience  which  serves  to  give  them  confidence  so 
they  can  successfully  compete  with  others,  and  helps 
to  bring  about  the  solidarity  of  the  unit.  The  same 
may  be  said  to  apply  to  a team  of  people  assigned  a 
specific  mission. 

It’s  this  process  that’s  fundamentally  important 
to  you  - the  missiliers  — as  well  as  to  your  Wing 
and  the  Command.  The  selection  of  each  Wing’s 
representatives  is  a highly  competitive  process  to 
insure  that  only  the  most  qualified  have  been  picked 
and  that  the  training  program  for  them  draws  upon 
and  is  supported  by  the  tremendous  reservoir  of 
talent  and  ideas  of  the  entire  organization.  It  is 
through  this  process  that  the  payoff,  again  both 
individually  and  collectively,  becomes  a reality.  It  is 
further  amplified  by  the  final  competitive  process 
which  takes  place  annually  at  Vandenberg  Air 
Force  Base.  Besides  the  immeasurable  benefits 
achieved  by  the  organizational  melding  and  en- 
hanced morale,  there  are  very  specific  tangible  bene- 
fits. Many  new  hardware  and  procedural 
improvements  have  been  realized  through  the  years 
of  competition.  These  competitive  results  have 


directly  improved  technical  data,  missile  proce- 
dures, trainer  scenarios  and  weapon  system  stan- 
dardization. Such  benefits  are  not  restricted  to  ones 
applicable  only  to  the  entire  missile  force.  They  also 
accrue  within  each  Wing  through  the  fine  tuning  of 
the  various  Wing  training  programs  for  each  of  the 
areas  of  competition. 

Today,  quality  is  more  important  than  ever 
before  in  the  history  of  our  Nation  and  of  its  Armed 
Forces.  Daily,  our  National  leaders  emphasize  the 
absolute  need  for  weapon  systems  which  can 
effectively  contribute  to  our  survival  as  a Nation 
and  to  support  our  President  and  foreign  policy 
within  our  allocated  share  of  national  resources. 
These  weapon  systems  are  made  up  of  hardware, 
procedures  and,  most  importantly,  people.  With- 
out the  latter,  they  are  worthless.  The  quality  is  a 
direct  function  of  the  quality  of  the  operator  and 
maintainors.  We  are  an  all-volunteer  force  and 
there  is  no  room  for  people  who  don’t  desire  to  meet 
and  improve  the  required  high  standards.  A 
personal  sense  of  competition  is  a fundamental  and 
essential  ingredient  of  this  process.  Olympic  Arena 
is  simply  one  manifestation  of  that  competition  and 
its  success.  The  disciplined  professional  competence 
so  developed  and  displayed  in  the  competition 
collectively  is  fundamental  to  the  reliability, 
readiness  and  credibility  of  America’s  Intercontin- 
ental Ballistic  Missile  Force.  The  effectiveness  of 
our  strategic  nuclear  deterrent  is  founded  upon  the 
capability  of  the  people  who  operate,  maintain,  and 
guard  our  weapon  systems.  The  professionalism 
demonstrated  by  the  Olympic  Arena  competitors  is 
representative  to  the  people  of  this  Nation  of  the 
vitality  of  SAC’s  personnel  and  their  daily  accom- 
plishment of  our  crucial  mission.  It  should  serve  to 
inspire  all  of  our  SAC  people  and  infuse  us  with  an 
ever-present  sense  of  keen  competitiveness  - 
dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  peace. 
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The  308  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Little  Rock  Air  Force 
Base.  Teamwork,  that’s  the  308th  byword  for  this  year’s 
missile  combat  competition  and  they  believe  they  have  the 
teams  that  will  make  it  work.  Most  of  the  crews  have  been 
preparing  for  the  competition  since  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  As  the  deadline  neared,  the  enthusiasm  mounted  for 
the  competition  crews.  Training  was  intensified  as  the 
teams  felt  the  pressure  of  the  competition.  Their  teams 
represent  the  best  of  the  Missile  Maintenance  Squadron, 
the  Communications  Squadron,  Security  Police  Squad- 
ron, and  the  two  Strategic  Missile  Squadrons.  Also  for 
the  first  time,  a MAC  support  team  made  up  of  314th 
Civil  Engineers  will  participate.  In  addition,  this  year’s 
competition  will  include  a husband  and  wife  combination 
for  the  first  time,  representing  the  best  of  Little  Rock’s 
Missile  Handling  Shop. 

Personnel  participating  include: 

Missile  Handling:  SSgt  Fred  L.  Stanton,  SSgt  Robert 
E.  Barger,  A1C  Dennis  R.  Case,  Sgt  Glenn  D.  Pickett, 
A1C  Pamela  K.  Pickett,  Sgt  Arron  W.  Branigan. 

Guidance:  Sgt  Edward  A.  Belly,  Sgt  Gregory  R. 
Teeters,  and  alternate  Sgt  Claude  A.  Neely. 

Electronics:  Sgt  Gary  L.  Carlson,  SSgt  Joseph  W.  Perl- 
sen. 

Reentry  Vehicle:  Sgt  Joseph  M.  Good,  Sgt  James  M. 
Collier,  A1C  Karl  A.  Homes,  Sgt  Nevin  E.  Ward,  Sgt 
David  L.  Keck,  and  alternate  Sgt  Franklin  R.  Austin. 

Civil  Engineering:  Sgt  Darrel  B.  Reader,  Sgt  Randell 
W.  Kiser. 

Communications:  SSgt  Delbert  L.  Puyear,  Sgt  Will- 
mer  F.  Witkap,  Jr. 

Security  Police:  1 Lt  Dale  L.  Peterson,  Sgt  Ronald  G. 
Wall,  A 1 C Roy  W.  Pace,  Sgt  Clyde  W.  Ours,  Sgt  Hugh  C. 
Yager  III,  Sgt  Robert  V.  Humphrey,  Sgt  Danny  W. 
Hazelrig,  and  alternate  A1C  Jeffery  L.  Brown. 

Missile  Crews:  Crew  F-174;  Capt  Steven  L.  Harris, 
MCCC;  2Lt  Hudson  N.  Jackson,  DMCCC;  SSgt  Ver- 
non G.  Markweardt,  MSAT;  SSgt  Larry  G.  Peters,  MFT. 

Crew  S-074:  Capt  Bruce  A.  Gilbert,  MCCC;  1 Lt  John 
A.  Lee,  DMCCC;  SSgt  Edward  R.  Renick,  MSAT;  SSgt 
Robert  L.  Sullivan,  MFT. 

Crew  S- 172:  1 Lt  Robert  E.  Loach,  MCCC;  1 Lt  Ran- 
dall B.  Clark,  DMCCC;  Sgt  Daniel  R.  Dinkins,  MSAT; 
SSgt  Leo  S.  Schrubb,  MFT. 

Crew  S-206:  Capt  Arnold  E.  Hurst,  Jr.,  MCCC;  1 Lt 
Russell  J.  Anarde,  DMCCC;  SSgt  Tony  Campbell, 
MSAT;  SSgt  Raymond  A.  McDaniel,  MFT. 

Crew  S-173:  1 Lt  Elliot  R.  Orr,  MCCC;  1 Lt  Albert  E. 
Walmsley,  DMCCC;  A1C  Gordon  R.  Foster,  Jr.,  MSAT; 
Sgt  David  M.  Fiyak,  MFT. 

The  321  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Grand  Forks  AFB. 

The  321  Security  Police  1976  Olympic  Arena  team  is 
made  up  of  seven  Security  Police  personnel.  These  per- 
sonnel have  all  been  selected  from  within  the  321  Missile 
Security  Squadron,  and  they  represent  the  end  result  of 
weeks  of  competition  and  evaluation  — they  are  indeed 
the  best  Grand  Forks  AFB  has  to  offer. 

The  convoy  commander  is  1 Lt  Robert  Barlow.  As- 
signed to  Grand  Forks  in  August  1973,  Lt  Barlow  has 
spent  his  tour  in  missile  security  as  a flight  security  officer 
for  1 8 months  and  as  a convoy  commander  for  1 5 months. 

Flight  security  controllers  on  the  Olympic  Arena  team 
are  Sgt  Frederick  “Mac”  McElfresh  and  Sgt  James  Sineri. 
Besides  their  competition  roles  as  FSCs,  both  men  will 
also  fill  positions  as  senior  convoy  security  team  escorts. 
Sgt  McElfresh  has  been  at  Grand  Forks  since  1974,  and 
has  worked  his  full  tour  as  an  FSC.  Sgt  Sineri  was  first  as- 


signed to  Grand  Forks  in  March  of  1975.  He  has  per- 
formed duties  as  a flight  security  controller. 

Missile  security  alert  team  leader  positions  are  filled  by 
Sgt  Angel  Santiago-Pinto  and  A1C  Ronald  Daly.  They 
will  also  compete  as  convoy  security  escort  team  mem- 
bers. Sgt  Santiago-Pinto  has  been  at  Grand  Forks  since 
1973  and  has  worked  in  aircraft  security  as  a close-in 
security  area  sentry,  security  alert  team  leader,  and  a mis- 
sile support  branch  security  escort.  A 1 C Ronald  Daly  was 
assigned  to  Grand  Forks  in  July  1975  and  has  worked  as  a 
security  alert  team  member  and  leader. 

Missile  security  alert  team  members  who  will  also  be 
convoy  security  escort  team  members,  are  A1C  Robert 
Borg  and  A 1C  Monty  Masters.  A1C  Borg  who  repre- 
sents one-third  of  the  Olympic  Arena  team  from  Grand 
Forks  which  won  top  honors  at  Vandenberg  in  1975,  has 
been  at  Grand  Forks  since  June  1974.  He  has  worked  as  a 
security  alert  team  member  and  leader.  A1C  Masters  has 
been  assigned  to  Grand  Forks  since  September  1975.  He 
has  performed  duties  as  a security  alert  team  member  and 
leader.  All  of  these  seven  have  shown  consistently  super- 
ior duty  performance,  appearance,  and  motivation,  and 
each  is  expert  in  firing  the  M-16  rifle  which  is  an  import- 
ant part  of  the  Olympic  Arena  competition  for  security 
policemen. 


CE  for  the  321st  competition  include:  Sgt  Thomas  S. 
Ross  and  A 1C  Paul  M.  Gonzales. 

Missile  Handling  Team  from  the  321st  includes:  Sgt 
Moses  L.  Pelham,  a four-year  veteran  in  missile  handl- 
ing, returns  as  team  chief  for  this  year’s  Olympic  Arena. 
Sgt  Pelham  participated  in  ’76  and  ’75.  The  third  time’s 
the  charm  hopefully  for  Sgt  Pelham,  from  Quality  Con- 
trol and  Evaluation. 

The  team  enjoys  a comaraderie  that  few  teams  ever 
share  at  the  Olympic  Games.  The  remaining  three  mem- 
bers from  the  32 1 st  OM  MS  form  the  same  team  that  com- 
peted at  the  contests  last  year  at  Vandenberg. 

Other  team  members  include  Sgt  Jerry  L.  Schmalz,  Sgt 
Steven  F.  Kemna,  and  A1C  Welcome. 

The  tense  atmosphere  should  not  be  detrimental  to  this 
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team.  Besides  facing  the  evaluators  together  last  year,  and 
Sgt  Pelham’s  ’74  experience  at  Olympic  Arena,  three 
members  have  weathered  the  blasts  of  at  least  one  opera- 
tional test  launch.  Sgt  Kemna  in  1974,  Sgt  Schmalz  in 
1974,  and  Sgt  Pelham  twice  in  1973  and  again  in  1974. 

1976  is  the  second  year  that  the  Electronics  Laboratory 
from  the  321st  will  be  competing  for  the  Blanchard 
trophy.  Sgt  Ryo  J.  Stanisstreet,  from  quality  control,  will 
be  team  chief  in  the  two-man  effort.  Sgt  Stanisstreet 
moved  to  quality  control  only  1 9 months  after  arriving  on 
base  in  April  1974.  The  razzle  and  the  dazzle  of  elec- 
tronics equipment  does  not  daunt  his  effort  to  master  the 
problems  of  equipment  failure.  Sgt  Azell  Malone,  Jr., 
team  member  from  the  Field  Missile  Maintenance  Squad- 
ron employs  the  background  of  several  electronics 
courses  that  he  attended  prior  to  entering  the  service. 

In  the  Combat  Targeting  area,  after  the  dust  had  set- 
tled from  a thorough  in-house  competition  of  all  target- 
ing teams  desiring  to  go  to  Olympic  Arena,  2Lt  Victoria 
K.  Crawford,  team  chief,  and  Sgt  Randall  S.  Skinner, 
emerged  the  victors. 

2Lt  Crawford  is  one  of  four  contestants  from  the  321st 
OMMS.  Sgt  Skinner,  who  joined  the  Air  Force  in  Febru- 
ary 1973,  is  one  of  the  six  contestants  from  the  321SMW 
Team  Training  Branch. 

The  321st  Electro-Mechanical  Team  comes  from  the 
team  training  branch.  Sgt  Michael  S.  Woods,  team  chief, 
arrived  at  Grand  Forks  an  A1C  in  1973,  and  is  now  slated 
for  staff  sergeant.  The  electro-mechanical  technician  serv- 
ing as  team  member  is  Sgt  Mark  A.  Silliman.  Sgt  Silliman 
will  combine  his  efforts  with  Sgt  Woods  to  demonstrate 
their  excellence  in  their  first  participation  in  Olympic 
Arena  competition. 

The  Missile  Maintenance  Team  from  Grand  Forks  in- 
cludes SSgt  Wilson  H.  West,  team  chief  for  this  year’s 
Olympic  Arena.  He  is  a veteran  in  Olympic  Arena 
competition,  having  participated  on  three  previous 
occasions,  ’72,  ’73  and  ’75.  SSgt  West,  soon  to  be  Techni- 
cal Sergeant  West,  has  improved  his  superior  per- 
formance. This  year  should  be  an  outstanding  year  for  the 
missile  maintenance  team.  SSgt  West  will  head  a team  of 
three  team  training  branch  personnel  and  two  members  of 
the  quality  control  and  evaluation  section  who  have  24 
years  combined  experience  in  MMT. 

Sgt  Glen  Hayes  from  the  team  training  branch  will 
work  the  topside  portion  of  the  evaluation.  This  is  Sgt 
Hayes’  second  visit  to  the  arena.  The  third  member  from 
the  team  training  branch  is  Sgt  Edwin  B.  Hathaway,  who 
works  the  diving  board  on  the  missile  site. 

Sgt  Christopher  R.  Byler  will  also  work  the  topside. 
Besides  employing  the  expertise  that  he  has  developed  in 
quality  control,  he  will  also  use  the  experience  gained 
from  Olympic  Arena  '74  and  ’75.  The  last  member  of  the 
team  is  Sgt  Jerry  L.  Gupton.  With  the  innate  power  of  a 
Kentuckian,  and  the  knowledge  of  quality  control  be- 
hind him,  Sgt  Gupton  should  be  quite  an  asset  to  the 
MMT  effort. 

The  321st  Communications  competitors  are  SSgt  Rob- 
ert D.  Charney  and  Sgt  Edward  C.  Forster. 

Crew  S-200  from  the  321st  SM  W include:  Capt  Jack  A. 
Royster  as  the  MCCC.  Previous  assignments  have  in- 
cluded missile  crew  duty  at  Whiteman.  Since  arriving  at 
Grand  Forks  in  1 974,  he  has  been  a flight  commander  and 
is  presently  a member  of  the  Standardization  Division. 
And  1 Lt  Gene  Williams,  DMCCC  for  Crew  S-200  was  a 
competitor  in  Olympic  Arena  last  year.  His  present  duties 
are  in  the  Standardization  Division. 

Crew  S-004  includes  I Lt  Rick  Baker  as  MCCC,  and 
I Lt  Manny  Lopez,  DMCCC. 


Crew  S-062:  1 Lt  Jerry  Kolisch  as  MCCC,  and  2Lt  Mike 
Brashear,  DMCCC. 

Crew  S-019:  Capt  Bud  Baker  as  the  MCCC,  and  2Lt 
Don  Shields,  DMCCC. 


341SMW  Combat  Targeting  Team  Chief  Capt  Robert 
Petrusky  and  Sgt  John  Ruppert  review  checklist  pro- 
cedures in  preparation  for  Olympic  Arena  ’76. 


The  341  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Malmstrom  AFB,  is 

fielding  an  Olympic  Arena  team  second  to  none  and  plans 
to  take  the  Blanchard  Trophy  home  to  the  Big  Sky  Coun- 
try. Lt  Col  Donald  H.  Wilcox,  341  SM  W Olympic  Arena 
project  officer  reported,  “The  team  assembled  for  this 
year’s  competition  is  the  finest  and  most  enthusiastic 
group  of  missileers  ever  to  represent  the  341st  in  Olympic 
Arena  history.” 

In  November  1975,  a challenge  was  issued  to  all  who  de- 
sired to  carry  the  341st  colors  into  competition.  The 
response  was  extremely  enthusiastic.  When  the  dust  set- 
tled from  the  rigorous  elimination  trials,  a team  of  34 
young  and  dedicated  missileers  stood  ready  to  carry  the 
honor  of  the  341st  into  competition.  Their  journey  to 
Olympic  Arena  ’76  had  only  just  begun.  The  team  under- 
went many  hours  of  specialized  training  in  the  classroom, 
missile  procedures  trainer,  training  launch  facility  and  on 
operational  sites  in  the  field  honing  their  proficiency  to  a 
razor’s  edge. 

The  Operations  portion  of  the  team  includes  the  two 
weapon  systems  based  at  Malmstrom:  the  Minuteman 
Modernized  and  Minuteman  II.  Each  system  is  repre- 
sented by  two  competition  crews  and  a backup  crew.  Lt 
Col  Lloyd  J.  Rowe,  operations  team  chief  reported,  “Our 
operations  crews  are  of  the  highest  quality  and  are 
confident  that  they  can  win.  The  operations  crew  posi- 

(continued  on  page  20) 
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Dual  launch  of  two  Minuteman  1 Is  from  Vandenberg  to  a target  area  5000  miles  downran;. 


Captain  Manuel  Torres 
Captain  Mike  Henshaw 

Space  & Missile  Test  Center,  Vandenberg  AFB 


tt'T'his  is  SAMTEC  Range  Con- 
X trol,  the  Western  Test  Range 
is  green,  you  are  clear  to  launch.” 
These  are  the  words  of  the  Space  and 
Missile  Test  Center’s  (SAMTEC) 
Range  Control  officer  during  the  last 
moments  before  an  1CBM  or  space 
booster  lifts  off  from  Vandenberg 
either  a terminal  ballistic  target  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean  or  into  a polar  orbit 
toward  the  south. 

To  support  both  minor  and  major 
launch  operations,  SAMTEC  man- 
ages an  array  of  test  facilities  known 
as  the  Western  Test  Range.  This  test 


environment  stretches  from  San 
Francisco  to  Los  Angeles  and  out 
over  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  consists  of 
an  extensive  network  of  radars,  data 
acquisition  sites,  telescopes,  and 
cameras  which  may  be  based  on  land, 
ship,  or  aircraft.  To  manage  this  na- 
tional resource,  SAMTEC  employs 
nearly  1000  military  and  DOD 
civilians  and  almost  5000  contractor 
personnel. 

Personnel  are  divided  into  two 
groups:  Directorate  of  Range  Opera- 
tions and  the  6595  Aerospace  Test 
Wing.  The  6595  ATW  is  the  launch 


arm  of  SAMTEC  and  is  responsible 
for  space  launches  as  well  as  re- 
search and  development  testing  of 
ballistic  missile  systems.  The 
Directorate  of  Range  Operations 
manages  and  operates  instrumenta- 
tion on  the  Western  Test  Range. 

Range  Operations  supports  many 
range  users.  A range  user  is  any 
agency  who  has  a valid  requirement 
to  test  or  launch  a vehicle.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  Air  Force,  other  range 
users  are:  NASA,  the  Navy,  the 
Army,  and  some  European  space 
programs. 
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One  of  the  most  important  range 
users  is  SAC.  SAC  sends  selected 
Minuteman  and  Titan  missiles  along 
with  their  corresponding  combat 
crew  and  maintenance  task  forces  to 
Vandenberg  for  operational  test 
launches.  Most  missile  crews  know 
these  test  launches  as  OT  shots. 

When  a missile  arrives  at  Vanden- 
berg, it  is  checked  for  damage  during 
shipment.  If  no  damage  is  found,  the 
missile  is  configured  exactly  as  it  was 
at  the  operational  unit.  The  only 
change  made  is  the  addition  of  three 
basic  instrumentation  packages 


which  all  missiles  launched  from 
Vandenberg  must  contain. 

First,  a telemetry  transmitter  is 
added  to  assure  that  the  data  neces- 
sary to  verify  satisfactory  per- 
formance during  the  flight  is  being 
transmitted  back  to  SAMTEC’s 
giant  receiving  antennae.  The  data  is 
then  decommunicated  and  dis- 
played both  on  realtime  and  history 
tapes  for  later  reduction. 

A second  package  consists  of  a C- 
band  beacon  or  transponder  which 
pulses  back  to  earth  when  interro- 
gated by  SAMTEC’s  metric  auto- 
track radars.  This  metric  track 
provides  exact  position  data  of  the 
vehicle  with  respect  to  time  and  is 
used  as  a data  product  to  be  analyzed 
by  the  agency  which  launches  the 
missile. 

A third  package  is  the  command 
receiver  and  destruct  package 

ordnance.  This  package  would  be 

activated  by  SAMTEC’s  Missile 

Flight  Control  officer  who  uses  a 
command  transmitter  to  send  the 
coded  signal  to  the  vehicle  and 
destroy  it.  Of  course,  this  destruct  ac- 
tion is  only  taken  if  the  vehicle  is  non- 
nominal  and  threatens  life  or 

property. 

Once  the  missile  has  been  con- 
figured, various  prelaunch  checks  of 
the  instrumentation  on  board  must 
be  accomplished  to  verify  its 
integrity.  If  the  checks  are  good,  the 
missile  is  then  placed  on  alert  for  a 
specified  period  of  time  before 
launch.  While  the  missile  is  on  alert, 
more  confidence  tests  are  performed 
to  further  insure  the  integrity  of  all 
systems. 

While  the  combat  crew  and  mis- 
sile on  alert  await  the  launch  order,  a 
two-part  countdown  is  begun.  One 
portion  is  conducted  by  the  394  SMS 
for  the  combat  crews.  The  other  por- 
tion is  conducted  by  the  SAMTEC 
Range  Control  officer  for  the  West- 
ern Test  Range. 

Actually,  the  preparation  for  the 
launch  begins  several  hours  before 
the  launch  for  the  Range  Control  of- 
ficer who  commits  the  complex  and 
extensive  Western  Test  Range  to  sup- 
port the  operation.  During  this 
preparation,  all  equipment  that  will 
be  used  for  the  launch  is  tested  and 
calibrated  in  order  to  assure 


Titan  IIIB,  launching  a payload  into  orbit 
from  one  of  Vandenberg’s  space  launch 
complexes. 
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maximum  accuracy  of  the  data 
collected. 

Several  hours  after  SAMTEC 
count  pickup.  SAC  begins  its  por- 
tion of  the  countdown  for  the  com- 
bat crews.  Final  tests  are  made  of  the 
equipment  and  missile  before  the 
range  user  is  ready  to  proceed  with 
the  launch.  When  the  Range  Con- 
trol officer  is  satisfied  with  the  per- 
formance of  range  instrumentation 
and  all  mobile  aircraft  and  ships,  he 
will  give  a “green  range”  to  the  SAC 
launch  directors  who  then  proceed 
with  the  launch.  The  final  link  is  now 
provided  by  the  combat  crew  who 
keyturns  and  commits  the  missile. 

The  range  waits  for  the  familiar 
gaseous  exhaust  plume  and  thunder- 
ous roar  that  marks  the  initial  indica- 
tion of  a successful  launch.  With  the 
missile  in  flight,  it  is  tracked  by  up- 
range,  midrange,  and  downrange 
telemetry  and  metric  radar  receivers. 
As  data  pours  into  the  SAMTEC 
computer  center,  which  is  capable  of 
taking  one  million  readings  per  sec- 
Air  Mobile  Feasibility  Demonstration  conducted  by  SAMTEC  which  successfully  ond,  it  is  quickly  analyzed  and  re- 
extracted and  fired  a Minuteman  ICBM  from  a C5A  aircraft. 


SAMTEC’s  80  and  40  foot  telemetry  receiving  antennae  at  Pillar  Point  AFS,  near  San  Francisco. 
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The  B-l  bomber  in  flight  off  the  west  coast  offshore-operating  area  near  Vandenberg. 


corded  for  the  user.  With  the  data 
collected  from  such  a test,  SAC  can 
determine  if  its  ICBMs  on  alert 
throughout  the  nation  are  capable  of 
performing  their  mission. 

SAC  and  other  command  interest 
in  SAMTEC  and  the  Western  Test 
Range  is  not  limited  to  ICBMs,  but 
also  includes  aircraft  testing.  Air- 
craft systems  that  have  been  and  are 
currently  being  tested  in  the  offshore 
operation  area  include  the  F-lll, 
C5A,  and  B-I.  The  C5A  was  used  in 
connection  with  an  airborne  launch 
of  a Minuteman  missile.  The  test 
proved  highly  successful,  clearly 
demonstrated  the  flexibility  of  air- 
craft and  ICBM  systems,  and  en- 
hanced the  nation’s  expertise  in 
delivery  of  strategic  weapons. 

The  B-l  is  currently  being  tested  in 
the  offshore  areas  adjacent  to 
Vandenberg.  These  areas  provide  the 
B-l  with  a stable,  unobstructed 
environment  which  is  especially  suit- 
able for  supersonic  flight  tests.  Fly- 
ing in  the  off-shore  areas,  the  B-l  is 
safely  controlled  by  SAMTEC’s  air 
controllers  using  surveillance  radars 
and  precision  autotrack  metric 
radars.  In  addition  to  controlling  the 
B-l  flight  profiles,  the  SAMTEC  air 
controllers  perform  aerial  refueling 
intercepts  between  the  B-l,  chase  F- 
111s  and  SAC’s  KC-135  tanker  air- 
craft. Probably  the  most  significant 
aspect  of  the  B-l  testing  is 
SAMTEC’s  ability  to  receive  teleme- 
try data  from  the  B-l  and  transmit 
this  data  to  AFFTC  at  Edwards  in 


realtime.  The  AFFTC  engineers 
analyze  this  data  as  the  B-l  flys  and 
make  test  alterations  as  necessary. 
Another  important  fact  is  that 
SAMTEC  has  supported  the  B-l 
data  and  controlling  requirements 
largely  with  existing  instrumenta- 
tion designed  for  missile  and  space 
flight  missions.  SAMTEC  support  of 
the  B-l  tests  is  just  one  example  of 


how  this  organization  aids  ballistic 
missile  and  aircraft  test  operations 
for  many  agencies.  Now  and  in  the 
future,  the  military  and  civilian  per- 
sonnel assigned,  along  with 
SAMTEC’s  data  gathering  instru- 
mentation are  dedicated  to  the  con- 
tinued testing  and  evaluation  of 
systems  that  enhance  the  United 
States  position  as  a free  world  power. 


Capt  Henshaw  points  out  the  next  maneuver  for  the  B-l  to  accomplish  as  Capt  Torres 
talks  to  B-l  pilots  and  ground  technicians. 


About  the  authors.  Capt  Henshaw  is  a developmental  engineer  at  SAMTEC.  He  has  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  engineering  and  a master's  in  business  administration.  His  last  as- 
signment was  missile  crew  commander  at  Whiteman  AFB  where  he  also  served  as  an 
evaluator  and  instructor.  He  represented  Whiteman  at  the  1973  Olympic  Arena  where 
his  crew  placed  fifth  in  Minuteman  Modernized.  Capt  Torres  is  also  a developmental 
engineer  at  SAMTEC.  He  has  a bachelor’s  degree  in  engineering  and  a master’s  in  busi- 
ness administration.  He  is  a former  missile  crew  commander  and  standardization 
evaluator  from  Whiteman  AFB.  He  was  also  an  Olympic  Arena  competitor  from  White- 
man  in  72,  73  and  74. 
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continued  from  page  15 

tions  on  this  year’s  team  were  highly  contested  during  the 
selection  procedure.  The  men  who  came  out  on  top  of  the 
trials  are  truely  winners.”  Members  of  the  team  for 
Minuteman  Modernized  are  Capt  Thomas  Gladstone  and 
I Lt  Glenn  Outlaw:  1 Lt  Jack  Smith  and  1 Lt  Julius  Sanks 
with  alternates  1 Lt  Kenneth  St.  John  and  1 Lt  Barry  Axel- 
rod. Minuteman  II  crews  are  Capt  Charles  Banta  and  1 Lt 
Robert  Neary;  Capt  Daniel  Mostaccuiolo  and  1 Lt 
Michael  Kemp  with  alternates  Capt  Bruce  Fischer  and 
2 Lt  Jeffery  Jorgensen. 

The  maintenance  portion  has  three  new  teams  in- 
volved in  this  year’s  competition.  This  is  the  first  competi- 
tion for  the  Civil  Engineering  Environmental  Support, 
Missile  Control  Communications  Systems  and  Vehicle 
Support  Teams.  The  two  man  Environmental  Support 
Team  will  be  evaluated  on  their  ability  to  troubleshoot 
and  replace  electrodialysis  units  and  filters  which  are 
major  components  of  the  launch  control  facility  water 
system. 

The  Missile  Control  Communications  Systems  Team 
will  be  evaluated  on  their  expertise  in  troubleshooting  and 
repairing  intersite  communications  at  the  launch  control 
facility  and  launch  facilities. 

T he  Vehicle  Support  Team  composed  of  a driver  and 
spotter  from  both  the  Missile  Handling  Team  and  Mis- 
sile Maintenance  Team,  will  be  participating  in  a “Driv- 
ing Rodeo.”  The  teams  will  be  driving  their  respective 
vehicles;  Transporter  Erector  and  Reentry  Vehicle/ Guid- 
ance and  Control  Van,  through  a predetermined  obstacle 
course.  They  will  be  evaluated  on  their  accuracy  and  ac- 
cumulated time  it  takes  to  complete  the  course. 

“We  have  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  enthusiastic 
maintenance  contingents  ever  fielded  by  the  341st  SM  W. 
The  members  of  our  three  new  competition  teams  are 
determined  to  bring  the  initial  trophy  in  their  categories 
home  to  Malmstrom,”  stated  Capt  Dave  Snider, 
maintenance  team  chief. 

The  members  of  the  maintenance  contingent  are  Com- 
bat Targeting  Team:  Capt  Robert  Petrusky  and  Sgt  John 
Ruppert;  Electro-mechanical  Team:  SSgt  Ricky  Elkins 
and  Sgt  Dale  Frazell;  Electronics  Laboratory  Team:  Sgt 
Duane  Smullen  and  Sgt  Gregory  Sobieck;  Environmental 
Support  Team:  SSgt  Jerry  Newsome  and  Amn  John 
Clark  and  alternate  A1C  Charles  Varner;  Missile  Con- 
trol Communication  Systems  Team:  Sgt  Thomas 
Hoeppner  and  Sgt  Michael  Ward  and  alternate  Sgt  Gary 
Wirrell;  Vehicle  Support  Team:  SSgt  Donald  Madtes,  Sgt 
Steven  Morris,  SSgt  John  Rassmussen,  and  SSgt  Michael 
Shaul;  Missile  Handling  Team:  SSgt  Donald  Madtes, 
SSgt  Michael  Baughman,  Sgt  Steven  Morris,  and  Sgt 
Maxie  Ballenger;  Missile  Maintenance  Team:  SSgt  John 
Rasmussen,  SSgt  Calvin  Gemeno,  SSgt  Michael  Shaul, 
Sgt  Danny  Faulkner,  and  Sgt  Douglas  Massengale. 

The  security  portion  of  the  team  has  been  expanded  this 
year  to  include  two  complete  Security  Alert  Teams  and  a 
Convoy  Commander.  The  teams  will  demonstrate  their 
ability  to  maintain  the  security  of  the  launch  facility  and 
launch  control  facility.  They  will  additionally  be 
evaluated  on  their  control  and  protection  of  convoy 
movements,  and  will  participate  in  an  M-16  rifle 
competition. 

The  security  team  is  composed  of  Convoy  Commander 
2Lt  Edward  Saxon;  Sierra  Security  Alert  Team:  Flight 
Security  Controller  SSgt  Jon  Lyttle,  Team  Leader  Sgt 
Fed  Gorter  and  Team  member  A 1C  Robert  Wysocki; 
Papa  Security  Alert  Team:  Flight  Security  Controller  Sgt 
James  McDow,  Team  Leader  Sgt  James  Krueger  and 
Learn  member  A1C  Roger  Roatch. 


The  351  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Whiteman  AFB 

Olympic  Arena  1976  competitors  feel  that  this  year  is  the 
year  of  the  Minuteman  in  more  ways  than  one. 

As  the  United  States  celebrates  the  200th  birthday  of 
the  original  minuteman,  the  351st  hopes  that  their 
“Minutemen”  can  supply  some  fireworks  of  their  own  and 
bring  home  the  Blanchard  for  the  third  time.  Their  slogan 
for  this  year’s  competition,  “Muskets  to  Missiles  — ’76  the 
year  of  the  Minuteman,”  best  expresses  the  sentiment  of 
the  Missouri  Minutemen. 

Representing  Whiteman  Air  Force  Base  and  the  351st 
at  Vandenberg  will  be  the  following:  Crew  1 : 1 Lt  David  B. 
Lee  and  1 Lt  Gary  Aldrich;  Crew  2:  Capt  John  E.  Kinde 
and  1 Lt  Andrew  M.  Schmitz;  Crew  3:  1 Lt  Marvin  D. 
Vanderweg  and  1 Lt  David  L.  Mastin;  Crew  4:  1 Lt 
Thomas  M.  Moffitt  and  1 Lt  Irvin  C.  Ness;  Alternates:  1 Lt 
William  Hurlow  and  1 Lt  David  L.  Walton. 


351SMW  Crew  No.  2,  Capt  John  E.  Kinde  and  lLt  Andrew 
M.  Schmitz. 


Combat  Targeting  Team  (CTT):  1 Lt  Livi  D.  Lowman, 
Jr.  and  TSgt  Harold  L.  Baker;  Electro  Mechanical  Team 
(EMT),  SSgt  Raymond  F.  Zalenski  and  Sgt  Michael  L. 
Fabbri;  Missile  Maintenance  Team  (MMT),  SSgt  Larry 
A.  Sutton,  Sergeants  John  A.  Fowler,  Jerry  R.  Spooner 
and  Ronald  Wisniewski  and  A1C  Michael  Hufstetler; 
Missile  Handling  Team  (MHT),  SSgt  Stephen  R.  Stroud 
and  Sergeants  Verdock  A.  Barnes  and  James  F.  Colex 
and  Kenneth  Mills;  Electronics  Lab  Team  (E-Lab),  Staff 
Sergeants  Harry  J.  Fenwick  and  Rodger  A.  Conklin  Jr. 
Vehicle  Support  Team  (MMT)  SSgt  Larry  A.  Sutton  and 
Sgt  Jerry  R.  Spooner;  Vehicle  Support  Team  (MHT), 
Sergeants  Verdock  A.  Barnes  and  Kenneth  Mills;  Com- 
munications, Sgt  Randy  W.  Gustafson  and  SSgt  Richard 
E.  Johnson;  Civil  Engineering,  MSgt  Del  L.  DeBoe  and 
TSgt  Homer  R.  Watkins.  Security  Police,  1st  Lt  Douglas 
R.  Brown,  SSgt  Daniel  E.  Gary,  Sergeants  Herbert  C. 
Henry,  LaDon  C.  Johnson,  and  Vertner  Toliver  Jr.,  and 
Airmen  First  Class  Brian  G.  Clever  and  Jeffrey  R.  Stagg. 
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Instructors  and  alternates  for  the  teams  have  also  been 
selected.  They  are:  1st  Lt  James  L.  Antenenand  SSgt  Ger- 
ald C.  Ball  (CCT);  Sergeants  Douglas  A.  Thompson  and 
Charles  D.  Leitz  (EMT);  CMSgt  Benjamin  W.  Hines  and 
Master  Sergeants  William  Templeton  and  Jackie  R. 
Brumlow  (MHT);  SSgt  Edward  E.  Aswell  and  Sgt 
Michael  Minervini  (E-lab);  TSgt  Clifford  E.  Worthy, 
SSgt  Donald  J.  McCleary  and  Sgt  James  K.  Griffin 
(MMT);  Sgt  Richard  E.  Phelps,  Civil  Engineering;  TSgt 
Johnny  N.  Brooks,  Communications;  Sgt  Gregory  W. 
Katzing  and  A1C  Stillman  R.  Maples,  Security  Police. 

This  may  be  the  200th  birthday  of  the  minutemen  who 
fought  at  Lexington  and  Concorde,  but  this  year  the  fight 
is  at  Vandenberg  and  the  “shot  heard  ’round  the  world” 
will  be  fired  by  Minutemen  from  Missouri. 


The  381  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  McConnell  AFB, 

made  extensive  preparations  in  their  quest  to  keep  the 
Blanchard  Trophy  they  claimed  in  1975  and  1972.  This 
success  makes  McConnell  not  just  the  only  Titan  wing  to 
win  the  award,  but  the  only  Titan  wing  to  have  won  it 
twice. 

Total  points  available  toward  claiming  the  Blanchard 
Trophy  is  5,560,  up  from  5,000  in  the  past  competition. 
The  Combat  Missile  Crews  and  Maintenance  teams  com- 
pete for  a possible  2,400  each.  The  remaining  760  points 
are  divided  among  the  support  teams,  with  400  available 
to  the  Security  Police  team,  and  120  each  to  the  Civil 
Engineering,  Communications,  and  the  new  driving 
competitors. 

1975  was  the  year  of  the  Titan,  especially  the  Titans 
from  McConnell,  who  didn't  just  win  the  1975  SAC  Mis- 
sile Combat  Competition,  they  dominated  it.  Deter- 


mined to  return  the  coveted  Blanchard  Trophy  to  Kansas, 
the  Titan  II  wing  roared  off  to  an  early  lead  at  the  end  of 
the  first  day  and  never  relinquished  it.  At  the  end  of  the 
last  day  of  competition  McConnell  was  pulling  away  from 
the  other  missile  wings. 

Besides  earning  the  right  to  be  called  the  best  missile 
wing  in  SAC  McConnell  also  swept  six  other  categories. 
Those  were:  Best  Crew  S223,  Best  Titan  Crew  S223,  Best 
Operations,  AFA  Titan  Operations,  Best  Titan  Propul- 
sion Team  and  Best  Titan  Security  Police  Team. 

Combat  Missile  Crews  from  McConnell’s  381st  Strate- 
gic Missile  Wing  have  undergone  intensive  training  for 
their  task  of  retaining  the  “Best  Missile  Wing  in  SAC” 
honor  they  claimed  in  Olympic  Arena  1975. 

Last  year  McConnell’s  four  Titan  II  Missile  Crews 
scored  a record  total  of  2,290  points  in  8 missile  exercises, 
bringing  home  the  Best  Operations  Award  for  the  third 
consecutive  year. 

Two  of  the  four-man  teams  will  be  provided  by  the 
Wing’s  two  strategic  missile  squadrons  and  the  other  two 
groups  are  representatives  of  the  Wing  Standardization 
Division. 

Representing  the  532nd  Strategic  Missile  Squadron  are 
1st  Lt  Brian  R.  Barber,  Missile  Combat  Crew  Com- 
mander, and  1st  Lt  Roy  A.  Griggs,  Deputy  Missile  Com- 
bat Crew  Commander.  Sergeant  Mark  T.  Goodlund,  is 
the  Missile  Systems  Analyst  Technician  and  A1C  Michael 
A.  Palko,  will  hold  down  the  Missile  Facilities  Techni- 
cian position.  While  Lt  Barber  will  be  competing  at 
Vandenberg  for  the  second  time,  the  other  three  men  are 
Olympic  Arena  “rookies.” 

Competing  for  the  553rd  Strategic  Missile  Squadron  is 


McConnell’s  Missile  Guidance  Team:  A1C  Price,  Sgt  Gooder,  and  A1C  Frantom. 
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a team  of  veteran  performers.  All  returning  for  the  second 
time  are:  Capt  William  L.  Crawford,  MCCC,  1st  Lt  John 
S.  Croft,  DMCCC,  SSgt  Michael  B.  Hollon,  MSAT,and 
Sergeant  Charles  E.  Crabtree,  the  MFT.  Sgt  Hollon  and 
Sgt  Crabtree  were  members  of  last  years  team  S-223, 
which  won  the  Best  Crew  in  SAC  award. 

Team  S-003  from  the  Wing  Standardization  Division  is 
composed  evenly  of  two  “rookies”  and  two  second  timers. 
Competing  for  the  first  time  are  1st  Lt  Randall  S.  Mason, 
MCCC,  and  2nd  Lt  Louis  R.  Johnson,  DMPCCC.  The 
two  returnees  are  SSgt  John  W.  Edwards,  MFT,  and  SSgt 
Martin  E.  Greene,  MSAT. 

The  other  Standardization  Division  team  really  has  a 
lot  of  competition  experience,  a cumulative  total  of  nine 
years.  Going  back  for  his  third  time  is  Capt  Arthur  O. 
Goodwin,  III,  MCCC.  The  only  newcomer  is  1st  Lt  Ken- 
neth W.  Bottemiller,  the  DPMCC.  Competing  for  the 


The  maintenance  competitors  are  divided  into  six  dif- 
ferent teams  — Electronic  Laboratory  (E/Lab),  Propul- 
sion, Reentry  Vehicle  (RV),  Missile  Maintenance 
Technicians  (MMT),  Guidance,  and  Truck  Rodeo 
Drivers  and  Spotters.  The  Truck  Rodeo  Drivers  and 
Spotters  team  is  a new  area  that  is  being  evaluated  for  the 
first  time  in  competition. 

This  year’s  maintenance  teams  have  a wealth  of 
experience  and  talent.  At  least  half  of  each  team  going 
into  the  competition  have  been  through  the  rigors  of 
competition  in  recent  years.  In  addition,  one  member  of 
each  coaching  team  has  had  his  moment  of  glory  at  the 
Vandenberg  missile  showplace. 

With  the  competition  at  hand,  the  elite  maintenance 
technicians  have  trained  in  earnest.  Each  team  goal  in  the 
competition  is  to  insure  that  their  respective  systems  are 
reliable  and  ready  for  a Titan  missile  launch.  The  success 


McConnell  Team  113,  533SMS,  left  to  right:  MCCC  Capt  William  L.  Crawford,  DMCCC 
lLt  John  S.  Croft,  MSAT  SSgt  Michael  B.  Hollon,  MFT  Sgt  Charles  E.  Crabtree. 


fourth  time  is  SSgt  Lloyd  H.  Keeton,  Jr.,  MSAT.  And  re- 
turning for  his  fifth  Olympic  Arena  is  SSgt  Donald  R. 
Foote,  the  MFT. 

According  to  Major  Melvin  Nishihara,  Operations 
Project  Officer,  whatever  this  year’s  crews  may  lack  in 
actual  Olympic  Arena  experience,  they  more  than  make 
up  for  by  their  determination  and  professionalism. 

Crews  competing  at  the  Vandenberg  competition  are 
tested  on  their  rigid  compliance  with  technical  orders,  on 
their  speed  in  solving  problems  and  on  the  accuracy  of 
their  solutions.  To  train  for  Olympic  Arena,  McConnell 
crews  followed  exercise  scenarios  similar  to  those  used  in 
past  meets.  Every  procedure  they  used  was  scrutinized 
carefully  to  eliminate  error  and  after  each  training  ses- 
sion a critique  was  given  to  point  out  flaws. 

The  381st  Strategic  Missile  Wing  Olympic  Arena 
Maintenance  competitors  comprise  one  of  the  larger 
contingents  of  the  McConnell  AFB  Olympic  Arena  team. 
A total  of  twenty-one  individuals  have  been  designated  as 
primary  maintenance  representatives  with  eight  techni- 
cians training  as  alternates. 


or  failure  under  evaluation  conditions  depends  on  the 
ability  of  each  maintenance  team  to  successfully  com- 
plete their  required  exercises  and  troubleshooting  of  their 
complicated  systems. 

The  Electronics  Laboratory  team  has  the  responsi- 
bilities of  checking  out  a launch  control  set,  correcting  all 
malfunctions,  and  accomplishing  all  required 
maintenance  tasks.  Sgt  Dennis  R.  Keeler  who  has 
previous  Olympic  Arena  competition  experience  has  been 
selected  as  E-Lab  Team  Chief.  Sgt  Robert  J.  Winberg  is 
the  other  member  of  the  E-Lab  team.  Alternates  are  Sgt 
David  A.  Clouser,  Jr.,  and  A1C  James  L.  Shull.  Coach- 
ing the  team  is  Lt  James  R.  Williams  and  MSgt  James  C. 
Newton. 

The  tasks  to  be  accomplished  by  the  Guidance  team 
consists  of  the  Azimuth  Stability  Checks,  Alignment  of 
the  Auto  Collimator,  and  Critical  Troubleshooting  of  the 
Azimuth  Alignment  System.  The  Guidance  Team  Chief  is 
Sgt  Dennis  J.  Frantom,  Olympic  Arena  — 1975,  with  Sgt 
Richard  M.  Goodner  completing  the  team.  A1C  Duval  J. 
Price  is  backing  up  the  team  as  alternate.  Lt  Stephen  C. 
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Popp  and  Sgt  Kevin  R.  Pistey  (Olympic  Arena  — 1975) 
are  coaching  the  team. 

The  Missile  Maintenance  Technician  tasks  include 
checking  the  installation  of  the  missile  in  the  silo, 
component  checkout,  and  storage  valve  inspection.  SSgt 
Gary  T.  Vanhouter,  Team  Chief,  and  Sgt  Robert  S. 
Mackeil,  team  member,  have  previous  Olympic  Arena 
experience.  Sgt  Eddie  Villareal,  a newcomer  to  the 
competition  but  not  to  the  missile  business,  completes  the 
team.  The  Alternate  Missile  Maintenance  Technician  is 
Sgt  William  V.  Pierson.  The  coaching  staff  is  comprised 
of  Lt  Willie  J.  Cowan  and  SSgt  Roger  L.  Chipps. 

The  Propulsion  Team  has  a special  team  goal  this  year. 
In  Olympic  Arena  — 1975,  the  Propulsion  team  was 
selected  as  the  best  in  Strategic  Air  Command.  All  the 
team  members  are  determined  to  achieve  a repeat  per- 
formance. Each  team  member  is  a highly  skilled  previous 


Yokum.  The  RV  team  alternate  is  Sgt  Roger  L.  Emerson. 

The  final  team  event  is  the  Vehicle  Support  exercise. 
This  is  a new  event  in  Olympic  Arena  and  is  being  sup- 
ported by  Missile  Maintenance  Technicians. 

The  exercise  consists  of  six  separate  events  that  are  run 
consecutively.  The  starting  point  is  the  Serpentine  Event 
which  requires  the  driver  to  drive  through  a line  of  three 
barrels.  The  team  is  graded  on  the  number  of  times  the 
vehicle  touches,  scrapes  or  bumps  the  barrels. 

In  an  event  called  “Offset  Alley,”  the  driver  is  required 
to  drive  through  the  confines  of  an  “offset  alley.”  He  is 
graded  in  the  same  manner  as  the  “Serpentine  Event.” 

The  Straight  Line  event  has  the  driver  guiding  his 
vehicle  in  a straight  line,  with  the  right  wheels  of  his 
vehicle  following  a given  path.  The  path  allows  space  for 
the  wheels  to  follow  the  path  without  touching  or  moving 


381st  RV  Team  practices  removing  RB  from  transporter  to  mate  with  mockup. 


competitor  in  Olympic  Arena.  SSgt  James  K.  Reed 
(Team  Chief),  SSgt  Gregory  R.  Yokum,  and  Sgt  George 
E.  Jensen  II  are  confident  of  maintaining  their  illustrious 
position  in  SAC.  Major  John  J.  Vilenson  and  MSgt  Carl 
A.  Duggan  are  assisting  in  coaching  the  team.  A 1 C Jerry 
A.  Hughes  is  the  Propulsion  team  alternate. 

The  Reentry  Vehicle  removal  and  installation  exercise 
is  controlled  by  the  Reentry  Vehicle  (RV)  team.  This 
operation  requires  a precision  team  effort  to  coordinate 
the  crane  operators  activities  with  the  individuals  who 
handle  the  reentry  vehicle.  The  crane  operators  are  Sgt 
Barry  G.  Womack,  Team  Chief  (Olympic  Arena  — 1975) 
and  A1 C Michael  A.  Breard.  Sgt  Robert  S.  Mackeil  is  the 
backup  crane  operator. 

The  RV  team  is  captained  by  Sgt  Robert  Williams. 
Other  team  members  are  Sgt  James  F.  McHugh,  Jr.,  Sgt 
Thomas  H.  Tharnish,  A1C  Rex  A.  Schecter,  and  A1C 
Randall  W.  Groth.  The  team  members  with  Olympic 
Arena  experience  are  Sgt  Williams  and  Sgt  McHugh. 

Coaching  this  large  contingent  are  Captain  Terry  L. 
Moore,  TSgt  William  Shoemaker,  and  SSgt  Gregory  R. 


the  markings.  The  event  is  judged  by  the  number  of 
markers  displaced  by  the  wheels. 

The  Alley  Dock  Event  consists  of  the  driver  backing  his 
vehicle  into  an  alley  dock  and  stopping  within  six  inches 
of  the  rear  of  the  deck  for  a perfect  score. 

The  Diminishing  Clearance  Event  requires  the  opera- 
tor to  drive  his  vehicle  down  a predetermined  lane  where- 
in the  clearance  between  the  markers  diminishes.  The 
competitors  are  penalized  foreach  instance  of  touching  or 
knocking  down  a barrier  or  for  stopping. 

The  Stop  Line  Event  is  the  final  event.  After  negotiat- 
ing the  Diminishing  Clearance  Event,  the  driver  must 
continue  down  the  line  and  stop  his  vehicle  at  a given  line. 
He  is  scored  on  the  distance  the  foremost  part  of  the 
vehicle  is  away  from  the  stop  line. 

The  driving  competitors  are  divided  into  two  teams: 
Team  1 consists  of  SSgt  Gary  L.  Vanhouter  and  Sgt  Rob- 
ert S.  Mackeil.  Team  2 is  made  up  of  Sgt  Barry  G. 
Womack  and  A 1 C Michael  A.  Breard.  A 1 C Breard  is  the 
only  individual  that  does  not  have  previous  Olympic 
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Arena  experience. 

As  each  team  competes,  the  team  totals  are  combined 
to  give  a Maintenance  Team  Competition  total.  The 
Maintenance  Team  totals  are  combined  with  other 
McConnell  Team  totals  to  arrive  at  an  overall  Olympic 
Arena  Titan  Team  total. 

Each  Maintenance  Team  total  is  also  compared  with 
maintenance  totals  from  other  missile  wings  to  determine 
individual  team  winners. 

The  different  Titan  Team  totals  are  compared  and  the 
winner  is  declared  to  be  the  Best  Titan  Wing.  At  the  end  of 
the  competition,  the  overall  winner  is  selected  from  the 
Titan  and  Minuteman  Missile  Wings  based  on  the  total 
points  accrued  during  the  entire  competition. 

The  ultimate  objective  of  each  wing  is  to  score  the  most 
points  and  win  the  coveted  Blanchard  Trophy.  Members 
of  the  McConnell  Maintenance  teams  are  confident  that 
they  can  not  only  win  their  respective  team  awards,  but 
also  provide  the  help  needed  to  carry  the  381st  Strategic 
Missile  Wing  to  a repeat  win  of  the  Blanchard  Trophy. 

McConnell’s  381st  Security  Police  Squadron  team, 
consisting  of  a seven  man  contingent,  will  be  competing 
for  the  Best  Titan  Security  Police  team  in  SAC  award,  an 
honor  they  claimed  in  Olympic  Arena  1975. 

Composed  of  two  Missile  Security  Alert  teams,  each 
aided  by  a communications  plotter,  the  group  is  headed 
by  1st  Lt  Darwin  W.  Abbott,  the  Convoy  Commander. 
According  to  Lt  Abbott,  only  one  member  of  the  group, 
SSgt  Jimmy  D.  Connor,  has  had  prior  Olympic  Arena 
experience.  However,  “the  others  are  expert  at  their  jobs, 
and  are  determined  to  repeat  the  Best  Titan  Security 
Police  team  accomplishment  of  last  year,”  the  Lieutenant 
stated. 

The  “Sierra”  Missile  Security  Alert  team  consists  of 
Sergeant  Stephen  M.  Owens,  and  Airman  Patrick  J.  Grif- 
fith. Their  communications  plotter  is  SSgt  Connor. 

The  “Papa”  Missile  Security  Alert  team  is  made  up  of 
Sergeant  Robert  D.  Trammell,  and  A1C  Robert  H. 
Servis.  Holding  down  the  communications  plotter  posi- 
tion is  Sergeant  Norman  P.  Bullinger. 

Alternates  to  the  two  teams,  in  event  of  an  accident  or 
illness  of  a primary  member,  are  Sergeant  Kevin  J. 
Sweeney,  and  A1C  Robert  W.  Fry.  The  alternate  Con- 
voy Commander  is  1st  Lt  Clyde  M.  Stokes. 

According  to  Lt  Abbott,  the  team  has  been  undergoing 
extensive  practice  sessions  since  mid-January.  Prepara- 
tion for  Olympic  Arena  competition  consists  of  weapons 
firing  practice,  on-the-job  knowledge,  written  testing  and 
convoy  exercises. 

“Some  training  is  conducted  in  the  field  during  normal 
duties,”  Lt  Abbott  said.  “For  the  group  practice  exer- 
cises, the  teams  are  assembled  to  practice  and  improve 
their  team  work.”  To  develop  and  maintain  proficiency 
with  the  M-16  rifle,  team  members  fire  at  the  weapons 
range  three  times  per  week.  A simulated  convoy  exercise 
is  conducted  at  least  weekly,  and  evaluations  of  exercises 
to  be  expected  at  Vandenberg  are  made  at  least  weekly. 

The  simulated  convoy  exercises  were  carried  out  on  the 
base  proper,  to  save  time  and  expense,  since  the  nearest 
Titan  II  site  is  approximately  26  miles  from  McConnell. 

The  Security  Police  team  will  be  competing  for  the  best 
possible  score  of  a maximum  total  of  400  points.  Their 
point  total  contributes  to  the  winning  score  required  for 
the  Blanchard  Trophy  award. 


For  the  first  time  a Civil  Engineering  contingent  will  be 
participating  in  an  Olympic  Arena.  Civil  Engineering  pro- 
vides missile  support  of  Real  Property  facilities  and  Real 
Property  Installed  Equipment. 

The  38 1 st  Civil  Engineering  Squadron  at  McConnell  is 
sending  a two  man  Refrigeration  Team  to  participate  in 
the  competition.  They  will  be  performing  two  tasks:  dis- 
assemble and  inspect  water  chiller  compressor  and 
components;  and  re-condition,  re-assemble  and  check  out 
water  chiller  compressor  and  components. 

The  two  participants  are  Sgt  Jimmy  R.  Judkins,  and 
Sgt  Malcolm  D.  Woodard.  Both  sergeants  are  Refrigera- 
tion and  Air  Conditioning  Specialists  (AFSC  545X0). 
Civil  Engineering  hopes  are  riding  on  the  performance  of 
both  men  in  accumulating  the  maximum  total  of  120 
points,  helping  to  again  insure  the  Blanchard  Trophy  for 
McConnell. 

Sgt  Richard  O.  Newby  and  A1C  Elbert  R.  Whitmire 
are  the  381st  Communications  Squadron  representatives 
for  the  1976  Olympic  Arena  Competition.  Both  Sgt  New- 
by and  A1C  Whitmire  are  Missile  Control  Communica- 
tions Systems  repairmen.  They  will  be  required  to 
troubleshoot  and  repair  communications  equipment  in 
support  of  the  Titan  II  weapons  system  during  the 
Olympic  Arena  competition. 

The  390  Strategic  Missile  Wing,  Davis-Monthan  are 

confident  that  this  is  their  year  to  win  “Best  in  SAC” 
honors.  All  of  the  competitors  have  demonstrated  their 
ability  to  perform  under  the  demands  of  intense  competi- 
tion. Each  has  spent  many  additional  hours  training  to 
acquire  the  speed  and  preciseness  necessary  to  win  at 
Olympic  Arena. 

This  year  the  390SMW  Operations  will  be  represented 
by  Crew  R-029:  1 Lt  John  J.  Sigafoos,  Jr.,  MCCC;  2Lt 
Michael  A.  Kirtland,  DMCCC;  TSgt  Raymond  W. 
Hersey,  BMAT;  A1C  Norman  R.  Neiger,  MFT.  Crew  R- 
069:  1 Lt  Michael  P.  Wiedemer,  MCCC;  1 Lt  Phillip  L. 
Rose,  DMCCC;  Sgt  Daniel  E.  Kitchens,  BMAT;  Sgt. 
John  W.  Reynard,  MFT.  Crew  R-159:  1 Lt  Richard  T. 
Moore,  MCCC;  2Lt  Frederick  W.  Gibson,  DMCCC; 
AIC  Kenneth  J.  Kraus,  BMAT;  Sgt  James  F.  Paulus, 
MFT.  Crew  R-139:  1 Lt  Jon  K.  Turnipseed,  MCCC;  1 Lt 
Robert  D.  Meloy,  DMCCC;  Sgt  Jack  L.  Armentrout, 
BMAT;  AIC  Edward  T.  Wilkinson,  MFT. 

The  maintenance  team  that  represents  the  390SMW  is 
composed  of  many  first  time  competitors,  but  like  their 
operations  counterparts,  they  are  professionals.  Elec- 
tronics Lab  Team:  A 1 C Robert  C.  Catron  and  A 1 C Rich- 
ard A.  Kampa.  Guidance  Team:  SSgt  Dennis  H.  Clark 
and  AIC  James  A.  Skrobuton.  Reentry  Vehicle  Team: 
Sgt  Lester  E.  Taylor,  TSgt  Merle  M.  McKee,  Sgt  Jack  E. 
Justesen,  Sgt  Franklin  C.  Kent,  Sgt  Gregory  A.  Biggs, 
and  Sgt  Edward  E.  Patterson.  Crane  Operators:  Sgt 
Chester  C.  Courtright  and  Sgt  Joseph  L.  Hollon.  Propul- 
sion Team:  Sgt  Robert  K.  Engen,  Sgt  Philip  M. 
Haagenson,  and  AIC  John  F.  Schallert.  Missile 
Maintenance  Team:  Sgt  Brian  L.  Matlack,  Sgt  Earl  L. 
Jarrett,  and  AIC  Dale  A.  Detjen. 

With  the  expanded  areas  of  competition  the  803CSGp 
will  be  represented  by  three  teams.  Security  Police  Team: 
2 Lt  Reike  L.  Coppins,  SSgt  Wayne  L.  Thompson,  Sgt 
William  R.  Davis,  AIC  Donald  W.  Krchmar,  AIC  John 
D.  Wolfe,  AIC  Edward  E.  Fickas,  and  AIC  Robert  A. 
Schloeman.  Communications  Team:  SSgt  Thomas  A. 
Karns  and  SSgt  Herman  V.  Tijerina.  Civil  Engineering 
Team:  Mr.  Robert  L.  Chase  and  Amn  David  P.  Kozma. 
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W® Of  ES§I3N4I 


22AREFS,  March  AFB  KC-135  crew- 
members: AC  Lt  Col  Skovgaard,  CP 
Capt  Spaulding,  N Capt  Braxzell, 
and  BO  SSgt  Kline. 


MAINTENANCE  Airman  Melanie 
K.  Kuzma,  19  BMW,  Robins  AFB. 


Flying  Crew 


COMBAT  CREW 


Individuals  selected  for  these  pages  as  SAC's  top  professional  performers 
of  the  month  are  chosen  from  nominations  made  by  all  SAC  units.  Selection 
is  made  only  after  all  nominations  have  been  carefully  screened  and  those 
chosen  meet  the  highest  standards  of  excellence  as  outlined  inSACR  127-2. 


TITAN  CREW  E-022,  390  SMW,  Davis- 
Monthan  AFB:  MCCC  Capt  Larry  L.  Cun- 
ningham, DMCCC  Capt  Virgil  V.  Monti, 
Jr.,  MSAT  Sgt  David  L.  Kitterman,  and 
MFT  A1C  Michael  J.  Patterson. 


SAFETY  MAN.  MSgt  Thomas  S.  Sproal, 
68  BMW  Seymour  Johnson  AFB. 


MINUTEMAN  CREW  R-016,  91  SMW, 
Minot  AFB:  MCCC  1 Lt  Larry  J.  Pulcher, 
and  DMCCC  2Lt  John  R.  Borowski. 


APRIL  1976 
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Minot’s  E-Lab  Team,  A1C  John  F.  Parker  and  SSgt  Frank  O.  Bal- 
lentine,  perform  a functional  checkout  of  a tape  transport. 


OLYMPIC 
ARENA  ‘76 


The  Warren  Groobers  performing  at  the  Warren 
AFB  talent  show.  (From  left)  Capt  Rolland  R. 
Stoneman,  Capt  Wallace  S.  Odd  II,  lLt  George  L. 
Theisen  II,  and  Capt  Malcom  L.  McCown.  The  F. 
E.  Warren  “New  Warren  Groobers”  appeared  at 
Olympic  Arena  ’75  courtesy  of  the  Cheyenne 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Military  Affairs  Com- 
mittee and  attracted  the  attention  of  General 
Russell  E.  Dougherty,  Commander  in  Chief, 
Strategic  Air  Command.  At  a dining-out  in  Au- 
gust of  that  year,  General  Dougherty  personally 
presented  the  Groobers  with  a special  award 
recognizing  their  performance  at  Olympic  Arena 
and  their  contribution  to  the  coming  of  age  of  the 
missile  force. 


390SMW  Guidance  Team:  SSgt  Dennis  H.  Clark  and  AlC  James  A.  Skrobuton. 


381st  team  hoists  RV  from  transporter  to  mate  with  mockup.  AlC  Robert  E.  Spang,  Sgt  Roger  H.  Waldo,  AlC  Brian  E.  Thomas, 

and  (standing)  Sgt  Robert  Grant  of  Minot’s  Missile  Handling 


Tparn  tip  a tranennrtpr  prprfnr  tn  thp  nvlnn*. 


PHOTO 

VIEW 


341SMW  Security  Alert  Team  Leader  Sgt  James  Krueger  and  A1C  Roger  Roatch  ac- 
complish investigation  of  a simulated  launch  facility  intruder  in  preparation  for 
Olympic  Arena  ’76. 


A 308th  first  this  year  is  husband  and  wife  team  Sgt  Glenn  D.  Pickett  and  AlC 
Pamela  K.  Pickett  with  the  Little  Rock  Missile  Handling  Team. 


Combat  Targeting  Team  from  the  321st:  2Lt  Victoria  K.  Craw 
ford,  Team  Chief,  and  Sgt  Randall  S.  Skinner,  team  member. 


803CSGp  Civil  Engineering  Team:  Airman 
David  P.  Kozma  and  Mr.  Robert  L.  Chase. 


McConnell’s  team  members  practice  dimension 
clearance  event. 


321  SMW,  Crew  S-200:  Capt  Jack  A.  Royster,  MCCC  and 
lLt  Gene  Williams,  DMCCC. 


Photo  iew  Continued 


lLt  John  A.  Rolando,  DMCCC,  and  lLt  David  N.  Leigh- 
ninger,  MCCC,  discuss  the  automatic  GMT  checklist 
prior  to  accomplishing  actions. 

Crew  R-139:  lLt  Jon  K.  Turnipseed,  MCCC;  lLt  Robert  D. 
Meloy,  DMCCC;  Sgt  Jack  L.  Armentrout,  BMAT;  AlC 
Edward  T.  Wilkinson,  MET. 


Crew  F-174,  308SMW:  Capt  Steven  L.  Harris,  MCCC;  2Lt  Hudson  N.  Jackson, 
DMCCC;  SSgt  Larry  G.  Peters,  MFT;  SSgt  Vernon  G.  Markweardt,  BMAT. 


90th  Operations  Crew:  Capt  Steven  A.  Miller  and  lLt  Michael  S.  Giblin. 


341SMW  Crew  S-056:  Capt  Thomas  Gladstone  and  Lt  Out- 
law initiate  a command  during  an  Olympic  Arena  train- 
ing session. 


S/t& 
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The  SAC  Safety  Screen  is  an  honor  roll  of  SAC’s 
most  professional  crews.  To  gain  listing  on  the 
Screen,  crew  members  must  be  nominated  by  their 
unit  commanders  and  meet  high  selection  criteria 
of  experience  in  their  aircraft  or  missile  system 
IAWSACR  127-2. 
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305  AREFW,  Grissom  Crew  R-167:  P Capt  Patrick  A Thews,  CP  1 Lt  James  R Fuller, 
N Capt  Dale  E Thornburg,  BO  SMSgt  Billy  G Hall 

384  AREFW,  McConnell  Crew  R-114:  AC  Capt  James  G Egan,  CP  Capt  Joseph  D 
Spradley,  CP  1 Lt  Albert  L Anderson,  N Capt  John  R Logan,  BO  Sgt  Robert  T Adams  III 

380  BMW,  Plattsburgh  Crew  S-101:  IP  Capt  James  F Segal,  CP  1 Lt  Keith  W 
Meurlin,  IN  Capt  Allan  A Gahr,  IS  TSgt  James  E Gardner 

301  AREFW,  Rickenbacker  Crew  R-105:  P Capt  Ralph  L Swann,  CP  1 Lt  Larry  G 
Hastings  Jr,  N 1 Lt  Paul  L Repak,  BO  A1C  Terry  L Butts 

376  SW,  Kadena  Crew:  P Capt  Randall  E Pike,  CP  1 Lt  Alvin  G Macaulay,  CP  Capt 
Michael  W Petrie,  N Capt  Harold  J Harris,  BO  SSgt  Marcel  H Sabourin 
44  SMW,  Ellsworth  Crew  S-170:  MCCC  Maj  George  W Anderson  Jr,  DMCCC  2Lt 
Robert  M Simon 

90  SMW,  F E Warren  Crew  S-142:  MCCC  Capt  Daniel  W Porter,  DMCCC  1 Lt 
Gerard  W Travers 

308  SMW,  Little  Rock  Crew  S-173:  MCCC  1 Lt  Elliott  R Orr,  DMCCC  2Lt  Albert  E 
Walmsley,  MSAT  A1  C Gordon  R Foster  Jr,  MFT  Sgt  David  N Fiyak 
321  SMW,  Grand  Forks  Crew  R-079:  MCCC  Capt  James  Sweeder,  DMCCC  2Lt 
Jon  R Bullock 

341  SMW,  Malmstrom  Crew  S-170:  MCCC  Capt  William  M Magness,  DMCCC  1 Lt 
Dennis  J Kosiel 

351  SMW,  Whiteman  Crew  E-046:  MCCC  1 Lt  Raymond  L Jellison,  DMCCC  2Lt 
Robert  Bondaruk 

381  SMW,  McConnell  Crew  E-015:  MCCC  Capt  Jack  A Riess  Jr,  DMCCC  1 Lt 
Daniel  M St  Andre,  MSAT  Sgt  Gerald  F Benjamin,  MFT  A1C  Ronald  L Wiley 

390  SMW,  Davis-Monthan  Crew  E-022:  MCCC  Capt  Larry  L Cunningham, 
DMCCC  Capt  Virgil  V Monti  Jr,  MSAT  Sgt  David  L Kitterman,  MFT  A1C  Michael  J 
Patterson 

91  SMW,  Minot  Crew  R-016:  MCCC  1 Lt  Larry  J Pulcher,  DMCCC  2Lt  John  R 
Borowski 

17  BMW,  Beale  Crew  R-157:  P Capt  George  W Ziegler,  CP  Capt  John  P Curtis,  CP 
1 Lt  William  H Hall  III,  NN  Capt  Carrol  A Nast,  BO  SSgt  Thomas  A Willis 
28  BMW,  Ellsworth  Crew  S-01:  P Capt  James  W Harrison,  CP  Capt  Thomas  E Dera, 
CP  Capt  John  A Rubino  III,  RN  Capt  Daniel  E Wilson,  NN  Capt  David  J Guith,  EW  Capt 
Ross  J Meyers,  AG  TSgt  Charles  L Sanders 

93  BMW,  Castle  Crew  IT-41G:  P Capt  Alvin  L Osborn  Jr,  NB  Capt  Richard  K Baki, 
NE  Capt  Pat  W Rakestraw,  IG  MSgt  Ernest  W Conner 

100  SRW,  Davis-Monthan  U-2  Pilot:  Maj  Jerry  W Hoyt 

319  BMW,  Grand  Forks  Crew  R-27:  P Capt  Lennie  D Day,  CP  1 Lt  Randall  A 
Panisello,  RN  Capt  Agu  Medvedev,  NN  1 Lt  Wiel  M Hilton,  EW  Maj  Gerald  D Evans, 
AG  A1C  Earl  M Thibeault 

320  BMW,  Mather  Crew  R-IO:  P Maj  Glenn  M Butterly,  CP  1 Lt  Thomas  P Gullette, 
CP  1 Lt  Norman  G Rainville,  NN  Capt  Terrance  J Rock,  NN  Capt  Terrance  L Payton, 
EW  1 Lt  Robert  L Scarbrough,  AG  TSgt  Ralph  J Krummen 
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BLANCHARD 

TROPHY 

WINNERS 


1967  351  SMW,  WHITEMAN  AFB 

1969  321  SMW,  GRAND  FORKS  AFB 

1970  44  SMW,  ELLSWORTH  AFB 

1971  351  SMW,  WHITEMAN  AFB 

1972  381  SMW,  McCONNELL  AFB 

1973  90  SMW,  F.  E.  WARREN  AFB 

1974  321  SMW,  GRAND  FORKS  AFB 

1975  3?1  SMW,  McCONNELL  AFB 


